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Coming Events
January

19th

Victorian Hillclimb Championship round 1

0407 825 545

February

25th

MGM

03 9877 2317

March

1st

Rob Roy InterClub Challenge round 1

0407 825 545

March

5-8th

Phillip Island Classic CCE

03 9877 2317

March

22nd

Kalorama Rally

0409 027 392

April

14th

Myrniong Sprints

03 9827 8124 (ah)

April

28th

MGM

03 9877 2317

May

1st

VHRR Hillclimb Triple Cup Round 1 (CCE, hillclimb)

0407 825 545

May

5th

VHRR Rob Roy Hillclimb CCE

0407 825 545

May

29-31st

Historic Winton

03 5428 2689

May

24th

Rob Roy InterClub Challenge round 2

0407 825 545

June

23rd

MGM

03 9877 2317

August

3-4th

Winton Festival of Speed CCE

0412 264 997

August

16th

VSCC Hillclimb Triple Cup Round 2

0407 825 545

August

25th

AGM

03 9877 2317

October

4th

VHRR Hillclimb Triple Cup Round 1 (CCE, hillclimb)

0417 398 606

October

27th

MGM

03 9877 2317

November

1st

MGCC 29th Historic & Classic Hillclimb Triple Cup Round 3

0407 825 545

November

6-8th

Historic Sandown CCE

0402 224 1330402 224 133

VHRR Annual Presentation & Awards Dinner

0407 825 545

TBC

We meet Bi-Monthly - on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month 8pm at the VHRR Club rooms 30-32 Lexton Rd Box Hill.
Wednesday Members Lunch - every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS

Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club Nights 6.30 - 7.30

Club Permit Scheme

Chris Nelson................................................................ 0439 955 562

(Red Plate)		
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*CCE = Club Championship event
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Historic Sandown 2019
R

ICCIARDELLO MAKES IT NUMBER
ELEVEN AT HISTORIC SANDOWN

W

ell the weekend had
everything at this year’s
Historic Sandown - lightning,
thunder, dramatic crashes, drivers
hanging upside down in cars, lap
records, championship wins and
exciting racing! Fortunately everyone
returned home safely and whilst
several cars will need ‘a little TLC’
we must pay homage to the officials
and volunteers who ensured that
wayward drivers were speedily
rescued, and the program resumed
as quickly as possible.
2019 marked the 50th anniversary
of Formula Ford in Australia, and 34
passionate drivers were on board
to pay homage to the first race at
Sandown Raceway on November
9th, 1969, known in those days as
The Aztec Racing Formula Ford
Challenge. Unfortunately, a dramatic
crash early in Qualifying involving
Will Faulkner (Van Dieman RF86),
ended the day’s racing for this group,
and was a sobering reminder to
all drivers of the impact of adverse
weather conditions. The next
morning, following a successful night
of anniversary celebrations and a
positive health report from Faulkner,
Jonathon Miles (Van Dieman RF89)

took to the track with a masterful
display of driving; setting a new the
lap record of 1:21.568. He followed it
up with a commanding performance
in the afternoon’s feature race,
where founder of Aztec Racing,
Western Australian Allan Ould was
on hand to present a replica of the
original trophy. Simon Fallon (Van
Dieman RF86) shadowed Miles
into second in each race, whilst
Andrew McInnes (Van Dieman RF88)
came charging through on Sunday
afternoon to move South Australian
Neil Richardson (Van Dieman RF89)
out of his earlier third position. One
can only speculate what might have
happened had the feature race
not been red flagged after five laps.
Skillful manoeuvres were also seen
from Andy Nethercote (Reynard 87F)
and winner of the Fb class former
1983 Formula Ford Driver to Europe
Series champion Bruce Connelly
(Reynard FF84). Phil Oaks piloting the
ex John Bowe 1970 Elfin 600 put in a
consistent performance ahead of
boarding a plane to compete in the
Walter Hayes Trophy at Silverstone
for the first time. Finally it was
wonderful to see Western Australian
regulars John Van Leeuwen (Van
Dieman RF80) and Andrew Goldie
(Van Dieman RF88) making another
long journey across the Nullarbor

to participate in this celebratory
weekend. Great effort!
Laurie Bennett (1965 McLaren MIB)
and Sean Whelan (1969 Brabham
BT30) easily guided the Group M
and O field around the circuit for
the first two races of the meeting,
however when the heavens opened
on Sunday afternoon, the field of
15 dwindled to five leaving Peter
Williams (1966 Brabham BT21A) to
challenge the remaining collection
of Elfins. Mark Goldsmith in his
immaculately restored 1966 Elfin 400
lead the parade as he gently put
his beast through its paces for the
first time in the rain since the car’s
massive restoration a year ago. South
Australian Goldsmith and good mate
Richard Nitschke (1962 Elfin Catalina)
have contested historic events in
Victoria, South Australia, Queensland,
Tasmania and New South Wales this
year as part of the Elfins - 60 years of
Champions celebration, and a little
‘wet stuff’ was never going to stop
these enthusiasts from enjoying their
racing. Trophies went to Goldsmith,
Williams and Declan Foo (1963 Elfin
clubman).
With the winners of the 2019 Heritage
Touring Cars Series already decided,
it was a disappointing field of only
ten Groups C and A cars entered this

year. Chris Stillwell in his Sierra RS500
took a stranglehold of the field, sitting
on top of the podium all weekend.
Recently restored, the 1988 Caltex
Sierra was built by Colin Bond’s Caltex
CXT Racing Team, competing in the
Australian Touring Car Championship
from 1988 to 1992. Phillip Verwoert
(1984 Mazda RX7) put in impressive
laps on Sunday morning, likewise
Mike Roddy in his Bathurst winning
Jaguar TWR XJS on Sunday afternoon
following an earlier fuel blockage
problem. Roddy surged from the
back of the field to fourth with a
great time on 1:35 on his final decisive
lap. Aaron Cameron’s 1977 Torana
A9X was plagued with problems all
weekend but both managed to hold
it together for race 3 and pressure
Stillwell in the bargain.
2015 MG Rookie of the Year Vince
Gucciardo (1968 MGC), chalked up
his third outright win of the season in
Sunday’s final MG and British Invited
race but Phil Chester (1972 MGB

GTV8) had accrued enough points
with his earlier wins to claim his fourth
straight Championship in MG Racing.
The weekend proved to be an
exciting battle as drivers challenged
for class championships and the
Vollebregt family of Jane (1966 MGB),
Tony (2001 MGZR) and Richard (1966
MGB) fought for bragging rights.
In the first two races a strong 26
car field battled it out with Chester
crossing the line ahead of Gucciardo,
Robin Bailey (1975 MGB GTV8), Paul
Vernall (2005 MGZR) and Jason
Holmes (2004 MGZR) in close pursuit.
Mid field action saw Mike Wood (1973
MGB GTV8) charge from 11th to 7th
on the opening lap of race 1, while
David Anderson (1967 MGB) made
a bold pass down the hill on Greg
White (1966 MGB) using all the road
available plus some. This proved to
be a great battle with White pipping
Anderson on the last lap in race 1 and
again slipping past him in the latter
stages of race 2.

In tough conditions, a number of
drivers elected not to start race 3,
allowing Gucciardo to show many
spectators how to manage a wet
track with poor visibility. After opening
up an eight second lead in lap one
and settling back nicely to put the
car through its paces, all eyes were
on the action further back in the field.
Fast forward in the race to two laps
to go with Paul Vernall having closed
the opening gap from 10 seconds
down to 2 seconds, and as the pair
came into turn 9 they were side by
side. Vernall then went across the
gravel trap at the final corner and
Gucciardo cruised away to take the
final race of 2019. Vernall finished
second to Gidney, Holmes, and
Anderson.
The final round of the National
Sports Sedan Series saw multiple
championship winning Western
Australia Tony Ricciardello, driving
the iconic 1984 Alfa Romeo GTV, in
the box seat to take the title. With
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25 cars in the field, and tricky
conditions for the opening race,
19 year old Jordan Caruso (2007
Audi A4) was able to stick with
the leader for the first few laps,
and later make a great move for
the win. Ricciardello, who made
a mistake into turn 1 that nearly
ended very badly, was forced
to settle for second, and a hard
charging Tasmanian Alex Williams
(2012 Mazda RX7) came in third.
Steven Tamasi (2000 Holden
Calibra) went for wets but the
gamble didn’t pay off, whilst Dean
Camm (2005 Chevrolet Corvette)
finished in fifth place, the first of the
Victorian state cars. Sunday’s races
featured Ricciardello on top of the
podium on each occasion, setting
a new lap record of 1:07.9074 in
the morning and scoring enough
points by the afternoon to take out
his eleventh National title. What an
achievement!
Meanwhile the highly talented
Caruso, who started racing karts at
age seven, had to be content with
second place despite posting the
fastest lap time chasing down the
multiple series winner in the final
race. “Unfortunately I didn’t quite
have enough speed to overtake,
but I’m still happy with the result.”
The highly focused University
student is also racing in the Hyudai
Excel Series, so “It’s been a tricky
year trying to adapt to the car as
quickly as possible and push myself
to fight for wins. I’ve really enjoyed
the challenge and am happy with
how I have improved throughout
the year.”
Steve Tamarsi who lost steering
on Sunday morning, fought his
way back to seventh, leaving the
final podium position to be shared
between Camm and Williams,
whilst further back in the field, the
two Escorts of Ken House and Garry
Ford had the crowd on their feet
with their spirited racing and great
diving moves. Well done.
It was a mixed bag for competitors
in the Historic Touring Division
1. After finishing in 16th position
on Saturday, Queensland’s Ian
Mewett (1969 Ford Mustang)
swept all before him to take
out both races on the Sunday;
Andrew Clemson (1969 Fastback
Mustang 351) was also a consistent
performer on the day and at
one stage held a handy lead
before being tackled by Mewett.
Conversely Darrin Davies (1965
Ford Mustang) challenged strongly
with first and second placements
before fading to 12th following a
drive-through penalty in race 3.

Western Australian Darryl Hansen
(1968 Trans Am Mustang) fresh from
a disappointing exit at The Bend,
started the meeting well and had
the second race in the bag before
losing it on the last lap near the
Dandenong Rd corner. He was
never seen again! Two old stagers
– John Mann and Darcy Russell
– showed us they still had what it
takes, as they tussled for position
around the track. Mann (1969
Camaro) was the winner over the
weekend, while Russell proved
he could tame the beast – his first
meeting in the 1970 Ford Mustang.
In Division 2 we were enchanted
by the ‘David and Goliath’ battles
all around the track between the
nimble Cortinas and their more
powerful counterparts. Category
newcomer Draper had spectators
cheering with his charge for victory
in the last two laps of race 2, and
through his valiant efforts he was
able to score the fastest lap time
but not the race win. Tight racing
also continued between the Minis
of Daniel Berry (1963 Morris Cooper
S) and Will Walker (1964 Morris
Cooper S), as they slipstreamed
around the circuit, at times so close
they were almost in each other’s
boot. Finally it was Brock Green
(1962 Jaguar Mk 2) who took three
from three over the weekend,
leaving Harrison Draper (ex
Russell Pilven Datsun 1600), Peter
Van Summeren (1964 Ford Lotus
Cortina) and Robert van Stokrom
(1972 BMW 2002) to pick up the
minor placings.
Bob Harborow was left “shakin’ but
not stirred” after he found himself
hanging upside down for eight
long minutes in his 1968 McLaren
M6B, in the middle of the track. The
incident which occurred early in
the first race for Groups P, Q and
R., put the cars of Bob Cracknell,
Graeme Hughes, Robert Wilson
and James Robertson back onto
their trailers, and highlighted the
importance of a correctly installed
roll bar, and a highly responsive
team of track volunteers. David
Hardman (1981 Hardman JH-1)
dominated the remaining races
with Andrew Makin (March
83B) and Ben Tebbutt (S.P.A.
Formula Brabham) taking the
minor placings. Tebbutt’s car,
totally unrestored, has been wellpreserved in retirement since its
final period race. The 1991 Romano
SPA 001 helped kick off the career
of Mark Skaife, who won three
consecutive Australian Drivers’
Championships from 1991 to 1993,
two of them in this car. The series

was known as Formula Brabham.
Skaife drove the car the day he
won the 1992 series and became
the first and only driver to hold the
Australian Drivers’ Championship,
Bathurst 1000 title and Australian
Touring Car title in the same year.
Check it out next time.
There was a battle royal between
Dick O’Keefe’s Photon Lotus Special
and the graceful Penrite 1960 Lola
Mk 1 of Samantha Dymond, and
they put on quite a show in the
seven lap feature race for Groups
J, K, Lb and Invited. In the lead,
the earthy tones Nick McDonald’s
1957 Repco Holden Monoposto
signalled his movement around
the track, whilst the 1948 George
Reed Ford Special Monoskate of
fellow campaigner Graeme Raper
powered in his wake. Earlier in the
meeting, Shane Bowden and his
1958 PRAD 5 sports had also been
in the mix, however he was a no
show on the Sunday afternoon
leaving Charlie Mitchell (TS Special
Monoposto) and John Virgo (Riley
Special) to collect the crumbs.
This was the inaugural race for
the Patrick Ryan Trophy, so it was
wonderful to see son Conor take
to track in his father’s 1936 MG TA
Supercharged – the car still in shock
at having weeks of preparation
rather than the night before!
Former National F3 champion Tom
Tweedie returned to Sandown in
the Chevron B24/28 to lead the
F5000’s around the track. Built for
the 1973 season, the Chevron was
converted to B24/B28 specification
and used by Vern Schuppan to
win at Brands Hatch October in
1974 and has since been driven
by numerous owners in events all
around the world. Keeping Tweedie
on the mark was persistent arch
rival Bryan Sala (Matich A50/51),
ahead of Darcy Russell in the ex
Frank Gardner/Max Stewart/Kevin
Bartlett Lola T330, Dean Camm
(Chevron B24) and Adrian Akhurst
(Lola 332C). It was also great to
witness the bearded Bill Hemming
blowing off his jet lag and almost

Pics Chris Carter & Grant Campbell

pipping Charles Talbot (Lola T332)
on the line in race 2 before later
stepping up to fourth position in the
ever familiar Elfin MR8. Just outside
the pits of the F5000’s sat one of
the new, and controversial, S5000
models on display for fans to peruse
and compare. The Tim Macrow
machine attracted much interest
and I’m sure its presence edged
on Tom Tweedie’s determination to
win back his Sandown outright lap
record, recently broken by John
Martin in the modern incarnation.
Next year Tom.
It was good to watch drivers
from far and wide competing in
the seven lap Brooklands Cup
Trophy race. Following consistent
placings by Victoria’s Paul Blackie
(1971 Corvette Stingray), Western
Australia’s Matt Hansen (1966
Shelby Fast back), New South
Wales’ Carey McMahon (1972 De
Tomaso Pantera) and Victoria’s
Terry Lawlor (1966 Shelby GT350)
earlier in the Group Sb and Sc
races, Sunday afternoon saw all
competitors mixing it up in the rain
with lights blazing. James Calvert
Jones (1976 Porsche 911 Carrera)
jumped Blackie at the start whilst
further back Mike Byrne (1975 Lotus
Seven S4) also sprung into action.
By the end of lap 1 Jones had
established a good lead over the
race, leaving Byrne to dice it out
with Ray Narkiewicz (1965 Chevrolet
Corvette). The back straight allowed
Blackie to make up some speed
on Jones, but the race soon settled
into a predictable pattern. Byrne
eventually claimed third position
and the only spot that attracted
interest was further back in the field
with Gavan Dearie (1974 Datsun
260Z) taking on (1975 Porsche 911
Carrera). We loved it!
Next year Historic Sandown returns
to its usual date of November 6-8.
Put it in your diaries now!
CHERYL REID

News
Nalla added to the Makin stable
Andrew has recently purchased the Nalla Special from Paul
Armstrong in NSW.
The car was originally built by Allan Lowe in the early 1960’s
and both he and his brother David were very excited to
hear that it’s back on Melbourne soil.
Both Allan and David have recently popped in to see the
car and they’ve been super helpful in providing lots of
information and photo history.
Inspired by Allan’s love of Indy Roadsters, it has a
supercharged grey motor, tilted at 40 degrees to keep a
low profile.
The car was clocked at Mallala (old circuit) doing 150 mph
in the early 1960’s. Andrew is currently repainting it back
to it’s original metallic pink scheme and making a few
alterations to allow for 6’ 3” driver.
It’s a completely different ballgame to what he is used to in
the March Atlantic car (which he will continue to run in Grp
Q), but Andrew’s really keen to get it back on the track in
early 2020 and have some fun!

Vale: Adelina Constanzo
The President, Committee & Members of the VHRR express
their sincere condolences to Alf and family on the passing of
Adelina - 24th October 2019
Some say, I put a dent in the Armco and bent
my car, but all I know is I have a broken foot.
Between starting the engine and leaving the
dummy grid for qualifying and lying down in
an ambulance heading towards the Alfred
Hospital there is a complete blank in my
memory. From what people have told me it
was a bit messy and it is probably a good thing
I don’t remember.
I cannot thank enough all of the trackside
officials who had to dodge an RF86 in kit form,
then spring to action to safely manage the
situation. I hope they are feeling pleased with
their excellent work that day. Thanks to the
medical team that was there immediately, we
are very fortunate to have such high quality
medics there for us at our meetings. Thanks to
the fire marshals who quickly dealt with the fuel
that was leaking on me so the doctors could
safely get to work. Thanks to the flaggies who
alerted the fellow racers of the incident and

quickly made the track safe for the emergency
workers to look after me, all while my car
was raining down from above. It shows their
amazing attitude towards our sport to perfectly
respond to a similar situation two weeks later
with a Toyota 86. Thanks to Mark and his team
of Chaplains for helping all of the distressed
people, especially my Dad, while I was just
having a little sleep in the car.
The Formula Ford family showed its spirit with
all of the support and help they have given
my family and myself. Special thanks to
Alice and Luke for taking care of the “car”
afterwards. I want to apologise to all of my
fellow competitors and the VHRR for holding up
the schedule for so long. Let’s hope that we all
have a much better weekend at Phillip Island
in March 2020. It will take a while to fix my foot
and the car, but it will all buff out.
Will Faulkner

The Mighty Roadmaster
The Custodianship Model.
Rob Rowe 2018
Many people spend years of their life restoring,
riding or driving historic machines; but what
happens when the owners become too old to
ride, repair or drive their pride and joy?

other people of the arrangement, because from
time to time I have had phone calls from his old
acquaintances to confirm that we were still using
the car.

All too often when a much loved machine is
bequeathed in a will to a younger relative the only
comment they will make is “what is it worth” (to
sell). The pride and understanding is not there!
Well in that case you might as well sell it yourself!
But at that stage of life you don’t really need the
money. If you are too old to handle the machine
yourself, you are unlikely to be attempting an
expensive overseas trip or buying a new house.
Or you could, of course bequeath the machine/
money to a worthwhile (?) charity.
Every time that you have ridden or driven your
pride and joy there have always been people
admiring it or wanting to talk to you about it. There
are people that actually like it and like it a lot!
So if it means so much to you that you want to
see it used in the future, why not just give it to
someone! They might not be in a position to pay
for it but they would love it, they would cherish it
and they would use it!
They would become the custodian of the
machine; they would need to undertake to
maintain and use it and if they find that too
difficult they would have to give it on to the next
custodian. It would not be theirs to sell!
There is no real guarantee that the custodian
will do the right thing, but remember you will still
be alive (for a while at least) and will have some
ongoing influence even it is only in the form of
Karma.
This might sound very altruistic, because it is.
I know that the custodianship model works
because I have been participating with it for years.
Cameron Macmillan and I were given the
Roadmaster midget speedcar in 1976 by a beaut
bloke named Tony Toohey, from Joadja in the
southern highlands.
The Roadmaster is the oldest midget speedcar
in Australia and was built for Bill Allen, the man
that introduced midget speedcar racing to the
southern hemisphere.
The first Midget speedcar season started at
Olympic Park in Melbourne on 15th December
1934: Bill Allen and the Roadmaster were there.
The only custodianship conditions that Tony Toohey
asked, was that the car be maintained and raced
and when we stopped doing that we had to
hand the car onto the next custodian who would
continue to use it. Although, he must have told

Our forty years of custodianship has included the
restoration of the car, and regular historic road
racing, speedway demonstrations and car shows
in both NSW and Victoria.
These activities with the Roadmaster have brought
Australian speedway history and enjoyment to
many people.
We have enjoyed the privilege of Custodianship.
Who will be next?

1.
2.

3.

Winton
Joadja in
the Southern
Highlands
NSW
From Bill
(Yarney)
Allen’s
scrapbook

Automotive
Historians
Australia

Ron Tauranac is the patron of Automotive
Historians Australia and the keynote lecture
at our annual conference is named the Ron
Tauranac Lecture in his honour. This year’s
lecture in October was given by Don Capps,
the incoming president of the Society of
Automotive Historians in the USA.
Don provided a wonderful presentation
on the history, or more likely mythology,
surrounding the Mercedes-Benz racing team
being known as the “Silver Arrows.” Alfred
Neubauer, their legendary team manager,
has been credited with creating the Silver
Arrows during a race meeting at the Eifel
circuit in 1934, by conceiving the idea of
removing the paint from the W25 racing
cars overnight before the race to bring
them within weight limits. But is this story
true?
Years later, Neubauer wrote that it was. This
has become something like holy writ for
Mercedes-Benz, to the extent that the team
presented their new Silver Arrows livery in
2010 as homage to this history.
Don presented an entertaining and wellresearched argument that undermines this
corporate story. There is evidence that the
term “Silver Arrows” had been used before
1934 to refer to Mercedes-Benz racing
cars; all three cars appeared silver at the
Eifel meeting in 1934 although only two
were to race, calling into question why the
paint would be removed from a practice
or test car; and tellingly there was in fact
no weight limit on the cars for the relevant
race. The weight limit appears to have
come into force later in the season.
Whether one agrees with the official version
and understanding the importance of
not letting facts get in the way of a good
story, this sort of research and debate is an
essential part of understanding the history of our sport.
Don was our guest at the Historic Sandown meeting the
weekend after the AHA conference. Below he is pictured
on the right with AHA member Nigel Tait and Nigel’s
magnificent Repco Matich SR4.
Thanks to Ron Simmonds and the Victorian Historic Racing
Register, I was able to interview Don from the commentary
box where we watched some of the racing and Don
recounted some of his memories of Watkins Glen.

The VHRR supports AHA and provides us with advertising
space in their racing programme and AHA promotes the
VHRR in our newsletters. We are grateful for the mutual
support.
Tony Lupton
VHRR member
Secretary, Automotive Historians Australia

Formula Vee

H

1.
2.
3.
4.

Winton FoS 2019 dummy grid
Peter Mohacsi - Spectre Mk 1
Conor Ryan - Deverie MkIV
Nigel Jones - Rennmax Mk2

Pics Courtesy Chris Carter

istoric Formula vee has had an
up and down year this year,
with some new faces and many
old faces taking to their tracks in
their beloved Vee’s. HFV in Victorian
Historic racing is becoming the go to
for up and coming budding historic
racers who yearn for the opportunity
to learn not only what it takes to
drive a historic racing car, but what
it takes to be a fair and reasonable
competitor. Unlike other categories,
there is no driver who is the “one
to avoid” as the racing is tight but
very, very safe. This may be due to
ex national vee champions teaching
us younger and newer drivers the
tips and tricks on how to be a racing
driver. Yes they are not the fastest
in a straight line, yes they’re not the
most prestigious but they sure are a
heck of a lot of fun when in a pack
of cars slip streaming for the lead.
I’ve heard people say certain races
were close, but then they watch Vees
and they understand how close a
race can really be. For example last
year at Phillip Island, there were 6
cars separated by 3 seconds after 6
laps. All of those 6 cars could have
won the race. No other category is
this close. It’s not my opinion but it
is a fact. This is why vees have been
the go to, not for becoming world
champion (even though Lauda and
Keke Rosberg drove Vees) but is there
as a true affordable control category,
where driver skill and ingenuity marks
the winner, not who has the biggest
pockets. Many of us younger historic
racers have benefitted from vees and
been offered drives of more potent

machinery, shown great results all
thanks to the training ground that is
vees. Yes, there are some who do
not count HFV as a proper historic
category, despite the first vee race
being in America in 1963 and here
at Warwick Farm at 1965, but these
people have never driven a vee,
because it comes down to the old
“you have never, so how would
you know?”. So if you do get the
opportunity to drive a historic or a
modern vee, take it, you will learn
something, even if you have already
learnt a lot, you can always learn
more. The category next year marks
its 55th year of competition, with an
anniversary meeting due to take
part at Wakefield Park, many of the
Victorians are planning on attending
in order to meet and get to know
competitors from other states in order
to convince them to come join the
fun down here in Victoria. This will
be immense fun for us all as it will be
an all vee meeting with races for
moderns, historics and a Regularity
for non compliant Vees and family
and crew members. So if you have
a car, dust it off, put some air in the
tyres and come join us. And if anyone
knows of any cars which are coming
up for sale or are in sheds in need of
a driver or a driver in need of a car,
please feel free to contact me at
conor-ryan7@live.com.au
We all look forward to the next year of
racing. It should be exciting and fun
for all involved.
Conor Ryan

H

JKL Musings

idden away in a location, somewhat
Dickensian, South of the Yarra, a
metamorphosis nearly 50 years in the
gestation is taking place. A car, representative
of those engaged in Brooklands record breaking
thirty years earlier again, is rising from the beer
boxes. Most of the story is well chronicled but the
twists and turns are the flesh on the bones.
The MG Car Company was in an epic battle in
the 1930’s against the products, wealth and wiles
of Herbert Austin. The stages were many, as were
the aims. First 750cc or “Baby Car” to 100MPH,
Double 12 races, and Brooklands outer circuit
Junior Car Club events. To the winner would go
the sales come Monday!!
MG’s ultimate traditional chassis contender was
the diminutive but mighty “Q type”
746cc blown at 30 PSI, 120 BHP and 120 MPH!!
Enter QA 0256, a successful Brooklands car in
the hands of Robin Jackson as tuner and Dr
Humphreys as owner/driver, then imported to
Australia in 1938 for the use of George Reed by
his personal backer Leo Kelly from Bathurst.
It eventually passed, via Stan Jones, to Les
Murphy and its Victorian history in the hands of
Les and his son Rod is legendary!!
750 CC at 8500 rpm (the maximum
recommended by the MG factory) has a piercing
scream akin to that of a Stuka dive siren and
every spectator knew exactly where the “Q” was
on the track at all times.
Now in previous LCCA competition the
regulations called for a mandatory riding
mechanic and any serious competitor would opt
for the slightest, lightest exponent to maximise
their power to weight ratio.
For the Phillip Island race of 1938, with his “P”
type entered, Les called upon the services of a
young and enthusiastic Ken Atherton, 18 years
old and 5’2” with his hand up, perfect!! Through
the choking dust, one punch in the arm for an
approaching car following and two punches, car
passing!!
Fast forward to 1968, the “P”type having been
long gone and the “Q” type having been
campaigned for 30 years it was getting a bit
tired.
Les and Rod, proprietors of Esquire Motors in
Elsternwick commissioned local ex GAF metal
shaper Barry Hudson, who had also bodied the
Ian Mountain Peugeot and the Norman Wilson
Special, to build a new body, the original being
put down the lane beside Esquires. A young
Bill Atherton, now the age at which his father
had started, spied it and coveted it.“What is
happening with that old body Mr Murphy?”“Its
going to the tip son” “Can I have it ?”
A light bulb moment for Les Murphy!!
“No, but if your father pays for it you can take it
away” $25, job done !!
So here is Bill , all those years later with one of only
two of the remaining original Factory MG “Q”
type bodies, a “P” type chassis and running gear

obtained from Graeme Steinfort and some work done on the
track and wheelbase to match a “Q”
We now start to mind our “P”s and “Q”s
The whole mélange is being assembled into a “1930’s track
tribute” competition car and it should have its first outing next
year at Winton or Rob Roy.
Aptly named the “Peas and Queues Special”, look out for it and
Bill’s enthusiastic stories that fill in all the gaps!!
Greg Smith

Q & R Racing

L

ike many categories and not
solely those in Historic racing,
Q&R Racing has not been
big on numbers this year. What
we have seen though has been
some great performances, most
notably those of David Hardman
(Hardman JH-1) and Andrew
Makin (March 73B) who have
had some fantastic battles at the
Victorian events.
We’ve had some cars make their
Historic debut in 2019, three of
which have been the Formula
Holdens of Andrew McInnes (Ralt
RT21) Ben Tebbutt (SPA 003) and
at the Sydney Classic in June,
Grant Doulman, in his father
Peter’s Shrike NB89H.
Other new additions were the
beautifully restored cars of
Martin Dunlop (March 802) and
Malcolm Boyd’s ex John Bowe
Team Ansett Elfin 792.
Phillip Island Classic was the
best showing for the year with
20 cars. Guido Belgiorno-Nettis
arrived with both Ferrari 156/85

Pics Courtesy Chris Carter
1.

David Hardman Hardman JH-1

2.

Hugh Gartley Cheetah Mk4

Formula Ones, running the ex
Stefan Johansson #28 with the ex
Michele Alboreto #27 ready to
go if needed. Guido won Races
1, 2, 3 & 4 and David Hardman
won Race 5. Simon Gardiner
(Chevron B42), Andrew McInnes
(Ralt RT21), Ian Buddery (March
86C), Andrew McCarthy (Ralt
RT4) and David Hardman shared
the minor placings across the five
races.
Winton Festival of Speed was
a mixed field of Racing and
Sports Cars; David Hardman was
victorious in all three races, with
Andrew Makin and Malcolm
Oastler filling the second and
third positions. Conor Ryan
made his wings and slicks debut
in David Crabtree’s Ralt RT4,
Conor showed good pace and
was well suited to real racing
cars.
Sandown again, was all David
Hardman’s way with three from

three, Andrew Makin gave David
a hard time with only 2/10ths of a
second separating the two after
seven laps.
Calling time on a very long
competition history after
Sandown, Hugh Gartley is
hanging up the helmet. Hugh
has been a stalwart of Australian
motorsport for close to 60
years from racing 500cc single
seaters to the original Formula 3,
Australian Formula 2 and for the
last twenty five years plus historic
racing in his Cheetah Mk4 that
he has had since the early 70’s.
Hugh assures me that he will still
be around, just on the other side
of the fence from now on. We
wish him well.
I wish everyone the best for the
festive season and look forward
to seeing you all and hopefully,
bigger fields for 2020.
Rohan Carrig

VHRR Night of Nights 2019

S

tunning performances by Roy Best and Richard
Thomas set the scene for one of the most
enjoyable VHRR Presentations we’ve seen.

Of course all those receiving awards would have
been pretty pleased anyway and well deserved too.
Overleaf in this bulletin is a list of the major awards
and congratulations in particular to Conor Ryan, Club
Champion, plus a lot more, and to Richard Williams
- ‘Mr Go To’ who was honoured with a very well
deserved Life Membership. Nice work Richard.
I have to say, and this was repeated by everyone I
spoke with, it was a privilege to be in the room to hear
Roy and Richard sing, a bit of opera, but plenty of other
popular numbers as well. Absolutely professional, we
were all just blown away. Let’s hope they come back
next year. Thanks Roy, thanks Richard and of course
thanks to Ian & Mike for all the effort that goes into an
event like this.
Naturally it was lovely to see Lady Margaret there to
present some of the trophies.
The pictures tell the story!
Murray Carter presents Trophies to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

John Gillett
Anthony Mann
Bill Hemming
Max Pegram
Geoff McInnes

Pics courtesy Liam Cardamone
& Australian Cinematography

Grant Campbell

1st Outright

Conor Ryan

2nd

Samantha Dymond

3rd

Ian Edgar

Life Member Award 2019

Richard Williams

Diana Davison Award

Samantha Dymond

Lou Molina Award

Conor Ryan

Junior Award

Conor Ryan

Tony Gaze Award

The Hatfield Family - Jennie, Rod & Tim

Don Kinsey Encouragement Award

Will Faulkner & Declan Foo

Peter Brock Group C Trophy

Aaron Cameron

Richard Williams & Lady Margaret

Conor Ryan & Lady Margaret

Samantha Dyamond & Lady Margaret

Declan Foo & Will Faulkner

Bev Brock & Anna Cameron

Ian Edgar & Ian Tate

When reflecting on writing this article rather than
focussing on results I decided to focus on watching
our young drivers develop (from my observations
at Rob Roy events) – three in particular, all starting
at 14 years of age and all showing signs of maturity
in their driving.
Conor Ryan, the first of the three. 7 years ago, I
watched a then 14-year-old Conor Ryan compete
at Rob Roy Hillclimb for the first time. At that event
he shared a Vauxhall 30/98 with his Dad (Patrick).
Since then I have watched Conor compete in a
number of different cars over the years including
a variety of Vauxhalls, the Elgaram Jaguar, Stumpy
Russell’s V8 Ford Racer and Formula Vee. He has
developed as a driver to the point where this year
he took out the VHRR Club Championship after a
very successful year of racing.
Next Daniel Leitner (not a VHRR member but worth
including). 2 years ago, I noticed young Daniel
Leitner (now 16) compete at Rob Roy for the first
time in a Subaru WRX. Initially Daniel, as you would
expect, was slower than fellow Subaru driver Col
Hunter. Col has been something of a mentor to
Daniel over the last couple of years. Now Col
is hard pressed to catch him. In today’s Historic
Rob Roy Daniel has improved to the point where
he threw out a serious challenge to Darren Visser
(who has taken out FTD unchallenged over the last
few years), Daniel was leading until going into the
last run where Darren just took FTD off him by 0.19
sec! Also, worth noting - at round 4 of this year’s
Victorian Hillclimb Championship, on a very wet
Bryant Park Track, Daniel was the fastest driver until
the track dried and the open wheelers were able
to put in fast times!
Josh Lowing, the third driver (14 years). The first
time I saw Josh competing at Rob Roy was
in Conor Ryan’s Daveric Formula Vee at the
VHRR hillclimb earlier this year, where Josh set
a respectable time of 33.72. At the Interclub
Challenge round in October Josh brought his time
down to 29.91. It is early days for Josh, and it will be
interesting to watch him develop as a driver.
Another of our young drivers competing at this
meeting was Declan Foo who shared a drive of
the Ryan Daimler Dart, finishing second in class
and receiving the Tom Synott Encouragement
Award.
A couple of key trophies won by VHRR members
were the:
Arthur Wylie Trophy - Graeme Raper, Monoskate
Tom Synott Encouragement Award - Declan Foo,
Daimler Dart
Tate Engines Trophy - Graeme Raper, Monoskate.
Triple Cup final results. This year won convincingly
by the VHRR!
1st

VHRR = 295

2nd

VSCC = 209

3rd

MGCC = 184

Full results are available from the MGCC Rob Roy
web site.
Mike Barker
Pics courtesy Chris Carter

Rob Roy
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8th Historic and Classic Rob Roy
(incorporating Triple Cup final round) – and
our young drivers.
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Tour d’ Yarra Valley
Some 40 starters attended the VHRR “The Tour d’
Yarra Valley” which was held on the 26th May
2019 with overcast skies after some very heavy
rain a few days before.
Starting at the Historic Coombe Estate of Dame
Nellie Melba, a very interesting tour of Dame
Nellie’s home and gardens was conducted by
Coombe manager Dan Johnson.
Dan gave a very informative talk on the history
of Coombe. We then moved into the Motor
Garage for a very yummy morning tea of scones
and cream. After this members looked over the
many artefacts of Dame Nellie that are housed
in the museum area.
Leaving Coombe we then drove into
Coldstream, before heading along Killara Rd
towards Gruyere, passing some very large
orchards and wineries. On reaching the
Maroondah Highway the tour took us on into
the Healesville township to the Myers Creek Rd
that heads towards Toolangi. This is a real drivers
road as it winds its way through tall timbers and
fern gullys to the top of Mt St Leonard before
descending to Toolangi township. Here we
found our lunch stop at the C.J. Dennis “Singing
Gardens” Tea Rooms.
Jan the owner made us very welcome and even
allowed us to park on the lawns of the park like
gardens. A wonderful Xmas lunch was had by
all, with much merriment included.
Thanks to Dan of Coombe Estate, a couple of
bottles of wine were given out as the raffle prize.
Jan spoke of the early days of C.J.Dennis living
at the property and also recited some poetry for
us. A garden tour was enjoyed by some as the
cool mountain air descended over the hills.
Thanks to Dan Johnson of Coombe Estate and
to Jan and staff of the “Singing Gardens Tea
Rooms” for making the day so special..
Cheers Simmo.

Test Pilot

I

was very excited when Dad told
me to call up Jimmy Russell as
there was a certain front engined
V8 racing car that was in need of a
driver for the then upcoming Historic
Winton a few weeks ago.
So I called Stumpy up. “G’day Son,
how about you have a drive of the
car at Winton for me as I am now
unable to, they’ve looked after
groups J and K for the past couple
of years and we want to keep
the grid big for that meeting”. I,
naturally, had to accept this kind
offer. As a small boy at Rob Roy Hill
climb I was taken up as a passenger
in the “Testa Piatta” and was
amazed (and scared) as we went
up the hill, mostly sideways, even in
a straight line, to reach the summit
before watching Jim religiously for
the rest of the day.
For anyone who doesn’t know Jim
and Joyce Russell (and Ben), they
are the epitome of historic racing in
this county and some of the nicest
people you will find in the pits and
paddock. In order to get used to
the car, Jimmy suggested I should
have a steer of it at VHRR Rob
Roy a few weeks before the main
meeting.
Us Ryan Clan were already running
3 cars there, which I knew would
keep me busy, but Jim looked after
the car (and myself with fuelling
me up with what has come to be
known as ‘Joyce Cakes’ from the
only fold out table in the pits with
a stitched tablecloth ) so I could
make sure our works drivers (Daniel
Zampatti, Declan Foo, Josh Lowing
and Matty Scott) were happy in the
Vauxhall, the Vee and the Elgaram
Jaguar.
At the start of the day, the tables
had changed from all those years
ago and now, for the familiarization
run, I was in the jump seat and Jim
was riding shotgun. I did warn Jim
of what happened all those years
ago and I may try and give him
the same treatment and without
even trying, in the damp conditions,
we lit the rears up the whole way
up to tin shed corner with ease.
For anyone who has never seen
the car, it’s a polished aluminium
bodied Ford Flathead special, with
an 8BA in the front, a typical Ford
3 speed gearbox, and typical Ford
chassis and front and rear axles with
transverse leafs front and rear with
non-adjustable telescopic shocks
on both ends.
The reason why Jim purchased this
car following successfully running
the Red Black Bess copy car for a

while was because of the Halibrand
quick change rear end, which
would help in getting gear ratios just
right when it came to Winton.
After having a squirt and about 6
runs up the hill in the car, our focus
turned towards Winton, with car
owner/lead driver/team manager
(and Pantech Holden Commodore
driver) Jim and I discussing setup
and the plan for Winton. Jim is
a cunning racer with loads of
experience and knowledge, but
keeps to himself and will try to
change the subject when asked
about what he does to the car
to make it go so well. However as
works driver I was informed and
asked my opinion about what
setup changes and bits and bobs
would need doing to the car to suit
me before Winton. I was hoping
I could move the seat back but
this idea was quashed with the old
“you’ll be right” adage. As a works
driver your first job is to complain,
is it not? We discussed gear ratios,
tyre pressures, suspension setup and
bias adjustment before coming to
the conclusion that whatever we
do, we won’t be able to beat the
mighty Monoskate, but will try to
stick with Graeme for as long as
possible hoping something breaks
(which it never does).
We hit the road early for Friday
practice with myself taking the
Elgaram up for the lanky Bathurst
historian, John Medley (like Stumpy
another character and historic
racing stalwart) to drive in group L.
Jim was to bring the Flathead
up around lunchtime for some
precious practice before heading
out for qualy on Saturday morning.
Hopping into the car this time I felt
much more at home in it following
practice at Rob Roy 2 weeks earlier.
At Rob Roy the car felt very hard to
drive, mostly because I was, swear
scared, because it moved around
a lot compared to the Vee and
you had to let it slide, which for me
mostly meant dropping a wheel
off at Skyline. However at a circuit
I knew I could let the car move
around with so much more room
and less stuff to hit.
We hit the track in a combined
JKL practice and I deliberately
tried to follow Graeme Raper and
the Monoskate in order to see
how to drive the car and what
lines to take in a car of very similar
characteristics. In order to drive one
of these cars well, you need to try to
be smooth but also be wrestling the
steering wheel as you are constantly
on the slide. It looks smooth when

watching on the sidelines, but you
are very busy all the way around for
a lap, and because of the power
and torque, you don’t get any time
to relax in the straights like you can
in a Vee.
The steering is relatively direct
for a prewar car, but takes a few
turns lock to lock to get through
a complex like the esses, I was
having to move my hands around
the wheel mid corner compared
to holding it in one position like in
an open wheeler. The clutch is
a button type race unit which is
neither too heavy nor too light but
is very springy underfoot. It is either
in or out. The brakes feel good but
like most drum braked cars, start to
go off after a couple of laps, and
the pedal is raised a large around
off the floor in order to get good
weight and travel through the lever
affect. When coming into a corner
and heel and toeing, you have to
lift your foot and move it sideways,
I thought it was going to be difficult
to get used to this but once out
there it was surprisingly easy.
The steering wheel dominates the
cockpit with the bare minimum
of gauges on a bare, polished
aluminium dashboard lurking
behind. Your left knee has a knee
pad to rest on and I found my left
leg and foot were firmly on the
floor, much akin to how one would
sit at a dinner table in order to hold
myself in.
Being used to seats that hold you in
practice I found that I had to have
the seat belts mega tight on the
bench seat so that I wouldn’t fall
out of the thing. We practiced well
with team manager happy with the
times we were putting out, but was
worried about going too well and
looking like the old foxing technique
would not go well for the Sunday
afternoon handicap.
In qualifying we put the car on P2
next to Graeme Raper with the plan
to try and get him at the launch
before the first corner and then do
the old vee techniques to keep him
behind. This was not to be however
as the Monoskate had the corner
and started to leave us after lap
one. Michael Shearer in the OHV
model A Ford was hot on our heels
for the rest of the race, with an
attempted overtake on the inside
of the Left at the esses not being
pulled off due to lack of space.
Started p2 and finished p2. On
Sunday morning, I noticed before
leaving the carport (Thanks to
Tatey for the use of his carport
following selling the Prefect) that

Conor Ryan

Test Pilot

Pic courtesy Andrew Day

Team Manager stumpy had
gone over to a competitors
car while they were not
there and pulled out his
durometer to check softness
and was also checking the
date of manufacture to see
how much better the 204
compound Dunlop’s are
compared to the road legal
Avon’s. He continued to
measure all 4 tyres until being
caught by the competitor
and then changing the
subject skillfully in order to
not arouse suspicion. This
made me chuckle in my
stack hat. In the Sunday
morning race we started p2
and finished p3 following a
very brave overtake from
Michael Shearer just as we
caught some traffic and just
as the Testa Piattas brakes
were starting to go off. Then
the handicap. This was only
the 2nd handicap I’ve ever
been in and they are allways
ridiculous fun, with cars
going everywhere and big
packs of cars passing other
packs of cars everywhere
and anywhere. Team
Managers foxing plans were
not to be after saying on
Saturday morning “don’t

worry so much about taking
it easy in order to go well
in the handicap, just drive
the thing!” after a missed
gearchange into 2nd at the
restart following a red flag,
we pulled in behind Michael
and followed him through
the long line of traffic, with
the monoskate hot on our
heels before passing us both
with relative ease. In the
penultimate lap I started to
catch the Model A however,
but couldn’t pull it off at
the line, with 0.2 seconds
separating us both. A debrief
with the team boss was good
after the race, with being
revealed that I was test pilot
for a setup that jimmy was
too scared to try himself, he
didn’t tell me this at the time
and decided soon after that
he will go back to the original
setup. Many thanks to Jim,
Joyce and Ben Russell for the
opportunity to drive the mega
car and it was an experience
I will certainly never forget.
Conor Ryan

Ron Elsbury

Michael Lingard

Jo Coad

Andrew McInnes
FACES ~ SANDOWN
Pics ~ Grant Campbell

Pic Courtesy Chris Carter
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019, another great year of historic
racing, and a year that has to
be the coolest racing season
I’ve been a part of. This season, I’ve
been presented with an incredible
opportunity to drive Conor Ryan’s
awesome little Daveric Formula Vee.
Over the course of the year, I’ve
learnt so much in regards to racing
and what it’s all about. I’ve driven
the mighty Vee on multiple occasions
in 2019, including a few Rob Roy
Hillclimb events, a test day at Winton
and of course, driving at Historic
Sandown in late October.
The first drive for me this year was at
Rob Roy in May, and the progress
made over the day was pleasing,
with an 11 second turnaround in times
from my first run up the hill to the last.
Then, I got the amazing offer to drive
the Formula Vee at Historic Sandown,
so we figured as I’d never driven on a
circuit, I’d need some practice. And
practice is what we did. So, we made
the trek up to Winton for a test day,
and I put all that I’d been taught to
work on track, and I was very happy
with overall progress of the day and
the time on track proved beneficial
at Sandown. After the Winton test
day, Conor and I shared the Vee for
an Interclub round at Rob Roy, and
I knocked a further 4 seconds off my
PB, finishing the day with a high 29
second run.
Historic Sandown was the next
drive after Rob Roy, and I was
incredibly lucky to be gifted with a
great racegear kit, thanks to Stan
and Julie from Concept Racegear,
and before I get into detail about

Sandown, I need to thank everyone
who made that possible. The
generosity from everyone involved
was overwhelming, and I can’t
thank everyone enough, and a huge
thanks also to Paul Deady from Dana
Precision for his incredible gesture to
help make this possible!
Now, Historic Sandown was probably
the coolest of my Motorsport
memories thus far. It was a huge step,
as my only experience previous to
Sandown on a circuit was the test
day at Winton, but the step that
was made was one that I’ll never
regret, and the weekend itself was an
absolutely mega experience.
Over the 3 days of track time, I made
what felt like massive improvement
in not only my lap times, but my
overall driving performance seemed
to improve a huge amount over
the course of the weekend. It was
especially cool to be running closely
in one of the sessions to Johnny
Noble, who was driving the Elgaram
Jaguar, and who was also in the same
garage as us! It was also great to get
some wet track experience, which
personally I preferred as in the Vee,
wet conditions are huge fun.
Of course, being 14 years old, the
only class available for me to run in
is Regularity, and it was great to set
consistent lap times on track, whilst
driving against cars such as ex-Moffat
Falcons, and other cars that I’d
dreamed of driving against when my
passion for racing started.
I also had a great time watching
Eric Bellamy tearing around in his

Wren Formula Ford at Sandown, and
Eric was a great supporter of mine
throughout the weekend, giving
pointers and comparing notes after
each time out on track. From an
onlookers point of view, Eric seemed
to gain a lot of confidence in not
only the car but also his ability, which
was great to see after a tough run
at the last few meetings. A massive
thanks must go to Eric for bringing
me to meetings throughout the year
to watch him race, and it’s been a
pleasure to do so in 2019.
Of course, the meeting at Sandown
wouldn’t be possible without the help
of many behind the scenes, and firstly
a massive thank you to Conor Ryan
for the incredible offer and the very
helpful tips throughout the meeting
and prior to it, it’s much appreciated,
and I can’t thank Conor enough! A
huge thank you also to my grandpa,
Derek Smith, for every bit of help over
the year, it hasn’t gone unnoticed,
and for me, weekends like Sandown
wouldn’t be possible without people
like Derek. Also, to all the family and
friends who supported and helped,
you’re all legends! To the VHRR, and
all officials who made the meeting
possible, congratulations on another
great event and thank you for getting
everyone out on track!
Overall, the 2019 Historic Racing
season was a great one, and now
I’m hugely looking forward to 2020!
Wishing everyone a great break, a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
Josh Lowing

A Year In Review - Josh Lowing

On October 8th the VHRR received the following email:
Hey Team,
At the end of October I will be participating in the 2019
Snowy Ride. I will be riding my red rocket motorcycle
from South Gippsland to Thredbo in NSW with “TEAM
INCREDIBLES”.
Each Year Motorcyclists from across Australia converge on
Thredbo for a 2 day motorcycle festival to raise money for
the Steven Walter Children’s Cancer Foundation. Last year
our team delivered a $15,000 cheque to the mountain &
we are working hard to increase that amount this year.
For the last 12 months Team Incredibles & myself have
been furiously fundraising with the aim of presenting
a giant cheque of $20,000. We are currently sitting at
just over $19,000 and are determined to deliver the full
amount in a couple of weeks.
If you have a couple of spare dollars & would like to
donate please click on the link below, your donation is
absolutely tax deductible.
Belinda Douglas - Shannons
......and after the ride......
Good Afternoon All,
I have arrived back home after 1936kms on The Red
Rocket to attend The Snowy Ride at Thredbo for the
Steven Walter Children’s Cancer Foundation.
We encountered a few “hair raising” experiences with
other road uses, wild life, rain, snow etc but I have survived
to tell the tale.
It was a little overwhelming at times hearing the stories of
the kids who have survived such a hideous disease, some
not once, not twice but even 3 or 4 times. They talk about
this thing cancer like it’s the flu! At times almost explaining
how lucky they think they are.
Last year our team; TEAM INCREDIBLES! Were able to
deliver a cheque just over $20,000, an amazing result.
2019 our goal was to meet that target again. As TEAM
TOY STORY!
A huge thank you to everyone who supported our
fundraising, our events our goals and kept us driven to
achieve our $20k target
The crew arrived at Jindabyne for a supplies stop & we
received a call from the Foundation to say another
donation had come in during our journey.
The phone was breaking up but our ride leader picked
up the name Ian & VHR or similar & the donation had
contributed to us to achieving an awesome result.
As we wound our way up the mountain to the Thredbo
resort, for the Snowy Ride Festival it dawned on me that
the donation was from the Team at the VHRR. I had
tears streaming down my face! Which isn’t ideal whilst in
charge of a motorcycle!
The support our crew had received from everyone at
the VHRR has been amazing during our 2019 fundraising
journey.
A Massive Thank you to everyone involved at the VHRR
for their amazing support during our journey of fundraising
but also year in year out with all the racing events that the
VHRR do. It is a great team to be a part of and I can’t
thank everyone enough.
I am very proud to say Team Toy Story 2019 delivered a
$26,000 cheque to the Steven Walter Children’s Cancer
Foundation.
I have included a couple of pics of our journey, once
again thank you.
Belinda Douglas - Shannons
The VHRR contributed $1000.00 to the fund

Steven Walter
Children’s
Cancer
Foundation

29th
The Thunder Returns
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Regularity
Corner

G

ood morning ladies and gentlemen
allow me to introduce myself. My
name is David Bellenger and I have
been appointed as the new VHRR
group representative for Regularity.

My aim is to grow the regularity grids and give
competitors an experience at events they will
enjoy. With a view to making this happen, I have
appointed a dedicated administrator to help us
at events. This gentleman is Frank Bradley and it
is my intention for Frank to look after collecting
nominated times and drawing grids and generally
being the go-to person during the weekend for
administrative matters.
I will generally act as your Clerk of Course for
regularity and be the first person you speak to
concerning any on track incidents.
This process was first used at the recent Sandown
Historic meeting and most competitors gave good
feedback regarding their weekend.
We will be introducing some new initiatives and all
entrants in a regularity event will receive an email
from myself once entries close. You will be asked to
nominate an estimated time for you at the circuit
we are going to. This will enable the administration
to draw a practice grid to give all competitors a
fair chance to get an accurate idea of their times
for nomination.
We will also be introducing grid number cards.
These will be issued when you receive your grid
spot for each session and you will be required to
have these with you when you arrive at marshalling
and show it to the grid marshals to help them line
you up quickly. If you do not have your grid card
when you arrive at marshalling, you will go to the
rear of the grid. As mentioned earlier all of this
was trialled at the recent Sandown meeting and
worked well.
Frank and I look forward to seeing an increase
in Regularity grids and working with you to make
regularity run safely and in the spirit, it is intended,
showcasing your wonderful cars and not racing
them.
Entries for the coming Phillip Island Classic in March
2020 are now open and we would love to see
capacity fields in both regularity groups.
If you have any questions or suggestions I can be
contacted by email on david@bellenger.id.au or
mobile 0429 015 566.
David Bellenger
Pics:
1.

Bob King/ Geoff Wall - Type 35 Bugatti

2.

John Hardy - Alpine Renault A110

3.

Trevor Montgomery - Alfa 6C1500

4.

Gary Ball - Daytona replica et al

wins), whereas Ford made two unsuccessful attempts.
The film depicts Miles being dropped from Ford’s team
for the 1965 race because he supposedly rubbed
Ford’s people up the wrong way. In fact Miles did
drive a GT40 in the 1965 race but the car dropped out
with gearbox issues, along with the other Ford team
cars. The film merges the 1964 race – Ford’s abortive
first crack at Le Mans – with the 1965 event. Miles
was not in Ford’s team for 1964. However, I think this
merging of the two races is acceptable for dramatic
purposes – the film is not meant to be a documentary.
The 1965 winning Gregory/Rindt Ferrari 275LM
awakens the early morning campers (Photo: RB)
My other reservation is that the film ignores the fact
that this was a major UK-USA project. The Ford GT40
prototype was based on Eric Broadley’s Lola GT and
Broadley continued to help develop the car before
succumbing to the poisonous cross-Atlantic politics.
The John Wyer-run Ford Advanced Vehicles in Slough,
UK, managed the project initially until the project
was handed over to Shelby in 1964. Ford relied on
an international group of race drivers, particularly
the Kiwi aces Bruce McLaren, Chris Amon and Denny
Hulme, but they are barely mentioned.

Ford v Ferrari - Hollywood’s epic about Le Mans 1966

I

’m sure many VHRR members will have seen this film or
read the favourable press reviews (average 4 out of 5
stars). I was very impressed. The racing scenes are terrific,
employing a skilled team of race and stunt drivers, and the
cars (Shelby Cobras, Daytonas, Mustangs, Ferraris, Porsche
Spyders, Corvettes, GT40s etc) are simply beautiful. The
1960s - surely the best “car decade” ever.
I won’t reveal the plot, but some background is useful.
Henry Ford is rudely rebuffed by Enzo Ferrari when he tries to
buy the company, and wily old Enzo uses the Ford offer to
spring a better bid from Fiat. In a cold rage Ford tells his key
men Lee Iacocca and Leo Beebe to do whatever it takes to
“kick Ferrari’s ass” at Le Mans. They hire retired race driver
and 1959 Le Mans winner Carroll Shelby to run the project.
The actors who play Enzo Ferrari, Henry Ford, Lee Iacocca
and the devious Leo Beebe are brilliant, and Carroll Shelby
is played by the fine actor Matt Damon.
Shelby in turn hires his racing mate and ace mechanic
Ken Miles, a British former tank commander who took part
in the Normandy landings. Christian Bale gives a stunning
performance as the “difficult” Miles, who had raced cars
in England post-war, before moving with his wife and son to
Los Angeles circa 1952. In race cars of his own construction,
and later Porsches owned by wealthy backers, Miles won
a string of big victories. Along with the legendary chief
engineer Phil Remington, Miles is the perfect development
engineer and test/race driver for the GT40 project. He also
drives the GT40 to its first two victories, the Daytona 24 Hours
and the Sebring 12 Hours races in 1966.
The film deviates from history by showing only one failed
challenge by Ford at Le Mans before the company’s first
crushing victory in 1966 (which was followed by three further

I attended Le Mans in 1965 and saw the famous runand-jump start from a distance – up near the Dunlop
bridge. The field surged past and then we waited
for about four minutes for the leaders to return. A
white car appeared with a huge lead. It was Bruce
McLaren in the first of the Ford GT40s (Ken Miles was
its other driver). The Chris Amon/Phil Hill GT40 was in
second place followed by a long gap to the first of
the Ferraris. The speed of the Fords past the pits and
up to the bridge was breathtaking, I’ll never forget
it. They were reported to have been hitting 213mph
(343km/h) on the Mulsanne straight – the first time
200mph had been exceeded at the circuit. Unfortunately,
all six Fords retired from the race as did the Ferrari factory
team, and victory went to a privately entered Ferrari. But
what a message from Mr Ford to Signor Ferrari . . .
I was a witness to history, although nobody knew it at the
time. It was Ferrari’s last victory at Le Mans – to this day.
And the Ford steamroller was just cranking up.
Richard Batchelor

Dawn at Le Mans, Sunday 20 June 1965. Campers stir
as the winning Ferrari 275LM blasts past. Jochen Rindt
(Austria) and Masten Gregory (USA) averaged 195 km/h to
give Ferrari its last Le Mans victory. Photo RB.

Ford v Ferrari

2019 Group M, O & FJ Season Wrap Up:

I

t’s that time of the year again, everything is being
wrapped to look exciting and handed on to be
enjoyed by others. When unwrapped and with
the recipient looking underwhelmed, I’m happy to
say that one came from Santa… So, to limit any high
expectations, I’ll start by saying this Group M, O and FJ
wrap up is written by Santa…
Phillip Island:
We’re blessed to have one of the best tracks in the world
within driving distance of half of the Australian population.
And again, that we’re in a position to drive cars from
one of the most significant eras in motorsport history – the
transition from front engine to rear, dominance of lighter
cars from dedicated race car manufacturers, and into the
era of wide tyres and wings.
Friday practice; Keith Simpson, in the Penrite Brabham
BT16, stamped his arrival by posting the quickest qualifying
time, only 0.2sec in front of Andrew Robson’s freshly rebuilt
ex. Chris Farrell FVA powered Brabham BT30, and Laurie
Bennett proudly flying the Elfin flag only 0.1sec behind the
two Brabhams – 3 ‘Australian content’ cars in the top 3 in
group O.
Declan Foo in the Penrite Elfin clubman qualified fastest in
group M and Noel Bryen recorded a 1:51 using every last
thimble of cubic capacity in the Rennmax BN1 to qualify
fastest in Formula Junior, in front of many group O, M and
invited cars of significantly larger horsepower.
Mark Goldsmith was coming to grips with his beautifully
restored Globe Elfin 400, getting a rear end view of
cars that he will never see again… He rightfully spent
the rest of the weekend working his way up the field to
ensure all but the top handful of cars would have been
witness to the grand aesthetics (and exhaust note!) of
this magnificent car (… yes there may be some bias here
towards Elfin sports).

Race 1; Perry Spiridis’ invited Lola T70 showed there’s no
substitute for cubes at the Island, and finished clear of the
chasing group O race cars of Laurie, Keith (separated by
0.3sec on the line!). Noel Bryen was flying again in the
Rennmax FJ chasing the group O cars and setting a new
lap record for FJ’s in the process! The fastest international
car and driver was first in group M, being Rhea Sutter in
the lightweight E-type Jag from Germany. Unfortunately,
I missed this race, but going by the results I’m assuming the
E-type passed Declan Foo’s Clubman down the straight in
the dash to the line to beat him by 0.5sec…
It’s fantastic to have these cars from overseas and add
to the diversity of our group… even if they beat home a
home-grown Group M sports car by less than a second!
She’s not going to be there on the awards night Declan!
Race 2; The Lola romped home again in front of Laurie
with Keith bowing out due to gearbox problems. Andrew
Robson held off South Australian Craig Van Diemen’s BT18
and the V8 Brabham of Peter Strauss next.
Rex Robinson from NSW, with the Mallock U2 dialled in was
first home in Group M and Stephen Moody was the first
Formula Junior home.
The following races saw results to Andrew Robson taking
out race 4 to give a Brabham 1, 2, 3 with Craig Van
Diemen second in the BT18 and fellow South Australian
Tim Kuchel in the BT35 in 3rd. Rex again was first home in
the Mallock chasing Stephen Moody (winning FJ) and Bill
Hemming’s Elfin FJ.
Other notable mentions for the results - Herb Neil from
NSW in the Neil Ford Mark 2 was the first non-factory car
home in most races and the stunning Milano GT2 of Scott
Whittaker ran consistently to be the fastest sports car in
front of Peter Boel’s unique Flintstone Lotus 23.
This event is always well supported by our neighbours near
and far – let’s ensure we support their meetings when at
all possible.

Winton Long Track:
Guilty… I didn’t get there…
Six Group O cars and two Group M (1 being a FJ) made
up the field at Winton Long Track.
Andrew Robson made it a clean sweep for the weekend
in the BT30, now obviously very comfortable with the car,
and showing how successful they can be in the right
hands! Laurie Bennett (Elfin 600), Peter Strauss (Brabham
BT30), Phil Randall’s Chevron B14 and Norman Falkiner,
in one of my favourite cars the Elfin Mono, made up the
chasing pack in Group O.
Declan Foo again successfully campaigning the Penrite
Clubman to win Group M and Grant Walker took home
the chocolates in the Formula Junior with the Lotus 18.
Sandown:
I’ve always loved Sandown, but unfortunately the feeling
isn’t mutual. DNF’s there for the past 2 years.
After not firing up the Mallala since Winton short tract I was
a bit nervous about jumping in the car Saturday morning
for qualifying. I’d been rowing in the US so straight off the
plane, hello to the family, re-pack the bag and drive to
Sandown for the weekend – not the best race prep, but
you do what you can…
Qualifying; Yep, love this track again – car is going well,
chasing a few racing cars with big tyres and cams on
top, the car is holding on OK. Bit late braking into turn 1,
no issues, just a bad line being the outcome, so qualified
the little Mallala better than the lack of prep would have
suggested – still down the party end of the field but all
good.
Meanwhile at the business end Laurie Bennett has brought
out the ‘big track’ car, qualifying quickest in the McLaren
M1B, narrowly in front of Sean Whelan and Andrew
Robson’s Brabham BT30’s, and Mark Goldsmith in the epic
Elfin 400. Declan Foo in the Penrite Clubman qualified
fastest in Group M, about 0.5sec better than me (he’s a
good bloke, so I still congratulate him!). Stephen Moody is
the quickest FJ in the field in front of Richard Nitschke’s Elfin
Catalina (which reminds me to ask the question – where
have all the Catalina’s gone???).
R1; Leaving the dummy grid the gear lever slips on the

selector shaft at the back of the Hollinger modified VW
box, leaving me with 2nd gear and neutral as the only two
choices… OK, so maybe I should do some testing next
year… Tried to fix it for R2, but it’s not 100% and I don’t
want to hit neutral off the line and cause an accident - so
decided to put it away and support bro in Lb (I’m no good
at that either).
I missed race 1 completely so can only surmise from
Natsoft that Laurie had a great run to finish first in the
McLaren, followed by Sean Whelan and Peter Strauss’
Brabham just holding off Mark Goldsmith’s Elfin 400.
Declan again won Group M (you’re pretty safe there,
unless I get divorced, win lotto and forget how to row) and
Richard Nitschke in the Catalina the first FJ.
R2; Same as above, but Natsoft tells me I came second in
group M – pretty impressive effort given the Mallala was
on the trailer! I now know how I achieved 2nd in Group
M Sports under 1500cc at the presentation dinner on
Saturday night (sorry Ian, you can’t have the trophy back
– 2nd place has improved to 1st thanks to some handy
pocketknife etching!).
R3; Mark Goldsmith wins in the Elfin 400, shattering the field
with the Elfin! Peter Williams 2nd in the Brabham – the only
non-Elfin in the race, followed by Declan Foo (Clubman)
and Richard Nitschke (Catalina). Hats off to you guys for
going out in that weather! I’d love to see some footage
from the clubman dancing in the rain…
All the best to you all for Christmas, hope to see/meet
you next year. And I encourage our fellow M, O and FJ
competitors to not only enter local races, but also support
our neighbours if you have the opportunity.
My apologies if any of this reporting is inaccurate –
complaints should be sent in writing to the north pole. Or
even better - e-mail me your version of events to include in
our race reports… please!
Tim Wright
Pics courtesy Chris Carter
Top left: Norm Falkiner Elfin Mono Sandown Oct 2019
Bottom right: Mark Goldsmith Elfin 400 - Sandown Oct 2019

Group Rep
Report
Formula Ford

A

big year for Formula Ford in Australia celebrating
50 years from the 1st meeting at Sandown in
November 1969. Locally the historic events where
very well supported (Especially Phillip Island) with a
number of functions held through the year to celebrate
this major milestone.
Phillip Island Classic
A bumper field of 50 plus Formula Fords entered this
fantastic event which has really become the marque must
do meeting in Australia for FF competitors from around
the country and abroad with a good spread of Fa, Fb
& Fc cars. 5 races contested over the 3 days and as per
usual all classes very hotly contested culminating with the
Perkins Cup Feature Race on Sunday. Oliver White – UK (89
Reynard) and Tim Blanchard (88 Van Diemen) battled this
one out with Tim Blanchard talking the win by the smallest
of margins for a real thriller to the flag. The Perkins Cup was
introduced this year to celebrate both Larry & Terry Perkins
winning the Australia Formula Ford Championship back
in the 70s. Unfortunately Larry couldn’t make it due to last
minute surgery but we were fortunate to have Terry on
hand to present the Perkins Cup to Tim Blanchard.
Results - Perkins Cup Feature Race
Fa: 1st Andy Newall

2nd Nick Bennett 3rd Phil Oakes

Fb: 1st Todd Willing

2nd Johnny Greig 3rd Sean Whelan

Fc: 1st Tim Blanchard 2nd Oliver White

3rd Neil Richardson

Historic Winton – Austin 7
Our 2nd Year for our Fa Fb only event to highlight the
earlier cars which has proved very popular. A quality field
of cars competed in fantastic weather with some great
racing over the whole weekend. This being our TAA Series
Round with the Perpetual Peter Larner Cup also being
awarded. Phil Oakes & Nick Bennett in there Elfin 600s
battled all weekend up front with Phil coming out on top,
but nothing in it. Phil had a great weekend and was also
awarded the Peter Larner Cup by Jamie Larner.
Winton Festival of Speed
A chilly but dry Winton greeted 28 Formula Fords to
compete in 3 races over the weekend for the CoolDrive
Cup with a Feature Race Sunday being a 15 lapper.
Andrew McInnes had an unfortunate incident in qualifying
eliminating him from the weekend, Simon Fallon was
having his first meeting in the recently rebuilt/acquired
Blanchard Family RF86 and UK driver Richard Tarling
coming all the way over to compete in Chris Davison’s
unique FF86 Quest. Wayne Colville also came over from
NZ to have his first meeting locally in the Ex Robson RF88.
As per usual in typical FF fashion the racing was close and
hard fought with Jonathan Miles & Sean Whelan both
being awarded joint winners of the CoolDrive Cup for
2019.
Results - 50th Anniversary Feature Race
Fa: 1st Kevin Kosa

2nd Paul Faulkner

3rd Nick Mansell

Fb: 1st Sean Whelan 2nd Andy Lamrock 3rd G Woodforde
Fc: 1st J Miles

2nd Simon Fallon

3rd Nick Bennett

Historic Sandown
34 Formula Fords from around the country entered our
final event for the year. This being our Driver to Europe
Memorial Round with the AZTEC Cup Feature Race
Sunday. The original AZTEC Cup was supplied by Allan

Pic courtesy Chris Carter

Ould who built AZTEC Formula Fords in the day and was won by
Richard Knight at the very first FF race at Sandown in 1969. To
celebrate this milestone Allan was on hand to present a replica
AZTEC Cup to the winner which he kindly donated.
To say this was a very eventful meeting for Formula Ford is an
understatement. Qualifying was cut short due to a red flag
incident around 3 laps in due to a massive shunt that Will Faulkner
had in his RF86 at the top of the back straight. Considering the
severity of this crash Will was a very lucky lad to sustain only a
damaged foot but will require surgery and plating. Due to track
repair delays our Saturday afternoon race was cancelled so we
were down to the 2 races Sunday. Sitting on the dummy grid for
the Sunday morning race we heard that a F5000 had dropped an
oil line so we were greeted with a very dusty track to mop up the
oil with unknown grip levels. Jonathon Miles RF89 took the honours
in this one hotly pursued by Simon Fallon RF86 and Neil Richardson
coming in 3rd. To add to our eventful weekend sitting on a bone
dry dummy grid for our final race being the AZTEC Feature Race
it started to lightly rain, but by the time we hit the track we were
greeted with very wet treacherous conditions. Really was a matter
of trying to stay on the black stuff which many didn’t. Race was
finally cut short and red flagged after 5 laps, which was probably
a good decision as these where probably the worst conditions we
have uncounted in a number of years. Jonathon Miles prevailed
in this one again to pull off a faultless weekend and a very
deserving winner of the AZTEC Cup.
Anthony Mann
Results - AZTEC Feature Race
Fa: 1st Phil Oakes 2nd Kevin Kosa

3rd Lyndon Arnel

Fb: 1st B Connelly 2nd G Woodforde 3rd J Van Leeuwen
Fc: 1st J Miles

2nd Simon Fallon

3rd Andrew McInnes

Rob Roy
Hillclimb
Making My
Debut

E

ver since I was able to talk, all
I wanted to do was race cars.
It was the stuff of dreams for
me, and thanks to Patrick and
Conor Ryan, that dream came true.
Before I get into details about the
day itself, I need to thank the Ryan
family for their incredibly generous
gesture to let me drive their
awesome little Daveric Formula Vee,
that some of you may have seen
Conor drive at historic meetings,
quite successfully in fact! It’s not
every day that you get offered to
drive a race car, so to the Ryan’s, I
will be forever grateful, thank you!
Obviously, you can’t just sit in a race
car and know how to drive it, so,
with the help of my grandpa, Derek
Smith, I slowly but surely learnt how
everything works. We spent a couple
of hours at a time in Derek’s car,
learning how to do things and then
executing those skills that I’d learnt,
so a massive thank you to Derek for
being as patient as possible and not
going mad with the amount of times
I stalled!
On the day, it was an early start to
get to do all the things you’d expect
to do on a race day like walking the
track and mentally preparing for
what would have to have been one
of the biggest days of my life. When
Conor arrived, I got some time to
learn the particular car I’d be driving
by driving it up to get it scrutineered.
That was very beneficial, and I
learnt a lot from that short time. The
Formula Vee is an incredibly hard
car to stall, which proved good for
me!

Above: Allan Ould presents the Aztec Cup to Phil Oakes
Left: Sandown 2019

As far as results go, I wasn’t really
looking for a particularly quick time,
as it was my first time out. I was
happy with my fastest time of 33
seconds, having started the day
11 seconds slower at a 44 second
run. Also, I was very privileged
to receive the VHRR Rob Roy Hill
Climb Encouragement Award, so a
massive thank you to the VHRR for
that, the smile still hasn’t worn off!
Josh Lowing

Cooper T76
1965 Cooper F3 Type 76
This was the last successful Cooper in Formula 3 before
it was dominated by Lotus & Brabham cars.
First owner was John Fenning who helped assemble
the car at the Cooper works in mid-1965, supplying
his own 1000cc MAE Cosworth engine and Hewland
gearbox. He and Rodger Bunting competed as
the Stockbridge Racing Team. John Fenning is the
manufacturer of Willans Racing Harnesses and still
competes in Historic Racing in the UK.

I acquired all the parts in 1985 and Steve Pike’s Marsh
Classic Restorations re-skinned the car. Many years were
spent on the restoration and today it is presented in it’s
Formula C format of 100cc, twin Webers and five speed
Hewland gearbox.

The Cooper eventually found it’s way to the USA
where it competed as a Formula C car on the West
Coast. Like so many racing cars of the era, the
Cooper was dismantled and lay in a state of disrepair
until Steve Pike purchased the car during an Austin
Healey recovery mission to the USA.

Frank Hook ... This car is for sale - see back pages

Group S Report

T

he GSRA enjoyed another successful year of racing.
Starting at Bathurst in late January and concluding at
SMSP in early December, again there was something
for everyone in the 2019 racing calendar. 2020 is set
to be another big year with a record 15 events on the
calendar in 5 states.
2019 highlights
Group S again kicked the year off at the Bathurst 12 Hour
in February for the second year in row, this international
motorsport event was a highlight for those members who
participated. The event was live streamed so all our fellow
members got to watch the action live if they couldn’t
make it to the mountain. Closely following this event was
the VHRR Phillip Island Classic where we had a capacity
grid of 50 cars. This event continues to be very popular
with our members and is considered a must do event by
many of our GSRA members. The Group S 2020 PI Classic
grid was filled within 48 hours of opening which is a
great show of support for the event and the VHRR.
Now in our 14th year our membership consistently sits
around 150 with typical annual fluctuations. It was
great to see quite a number of new members and
cars join in the last months, and we hope to see yet
more again in 2020. Group S continued to provide
the largest or second largest grid at almost every
meeting in 2019, and the number of active members
was 127.
President’s Cup and State Cups 2019
We have had another great season of racing. Our
three state based Championships were fiercely
contested. We also had the introduction of the
National President’s Cup sponsored by Gulf Oil
Australia. The new National Cup was set to reward
those that travelled and not necessarily just those that
win. The inaugural winner was Mike Byrne in his Lotus
7, followed closely by two Porsche drivers in Doug
Barbour and Stan Adler. Mike has been a competitor
in Group S for nearing 20 years, and between him
and his wife a Sue, they travel all around Australia
supporting the historic race meets. I could think of
no other person more fitting to wear the #1 if he so
chooses in 2020. Congratulations Mike!

The statistics from our meetings are impressive, and below
are some of the highlights.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15 Events across 5 states
127 individual people competing
Average of 26 competitors per race meet
Over 350 individual entries
Approx 3 events per member
Sb was the largest class with 29 cars
Sc was the second largest class with 22
Sa was smallest class with cars
Phillip Island Classic had the largest number of entries;
50 cars entered

The most travelled member was Mike Byrne who
competed in 6 events outside his home state of Victoria.
Congratulations Michael (and Sue) on being such great
supporters of Group S not just in 2019 but over so many
years.

Y

ou know those race weekends where things start
going wrong the week before you’ve even left
for the circuit and then move from moderately
irritating to a complete disaster? Well my first and
only foray to race at Bathurst is just such a story

Let’s put this in context. At age 21 and having recently
had Bill Tuckey end an article about a Lowood meeting
with “..the hero of the day was young Stuart Anderson,...
and remember the name”, and having just, not only
broken Peter Manton’s class lap record at Lakeside, but
also lapped a smidgin faster than John French with whom
I shared the car I was beginning to think I might be rather
good. When Dad told me “Bathurst sorts the men from the
boys”, I heard what he said, but rather fancied myself as

BATHURST
‘63
bloke who lived out in the bush who did have one. We
eventually tracked him down and were not that surprised
to note a certain degree of wariness on his part when
three blokes got out of a Qld. Registered car asking to see
him. However, a deal was done, we returned to the
Vauxhall [which had been named “Fallout”, being
the remains of a bomb and also, my favourite, “A
Scrapheap Flying in Close Formation’.] left Fred Ro
and Elwyn to it and proceeded South.
After that, things did not go well. Firstly, I quickly noted
that, despite the advice I’d received re racing tyres,
other local Minis were wearing them without penalty.
A soon as I went out for the first practice, it became
obvious that the wheels were way out of balance
and that any further practice should be aborted
until this was remedied. We just managed to get
the wheels properly balanced before the second
practice session. It was then that I noticed that [a]
one does not learn that circuit in a lap or two and
[b] don’t try to keep up with R6 shod Minis through
Quarry bend.

one of the former. I entered my 997cc Cooper Mini for the
N.S.W. Touring Car championship to be held over Easter in
1963.
The first problem arrived a day or so before we were due
to leave when, just after we’d had a brand new set of
Dunlop R6’s fitted and balanced, we were advised that
these tyres would not be accepted on Touring cars. With
no time to go back to Dunlop, I took the wheels down to
the local service station and had the original radials fitted
and “balanced”.
There was something of a convoy of Brisbane lads and
lasses going down to Bathurst for this trip. I was pulling the
Mini and trailer with my FE Holden and, travelling with us
were Fred, Ro and Elwyn in Fred’s 48 Vauxhall fitted with a
Holden motor.
Soon after leaving Coonabarabran we noticed Fred
wasn’t behind us. We went back and found them parked
and already engaged in taking the head off. It seems a
welsh plug had burst and the head had cracked.
It was Good Friday. The G.M dealership was closed.
However someone told us we’d find the manager at the
bowls club. He was able to sell us a gasket set but not a
cylinder head. He did, however, know of a young

By the time our first three lap race began, I was not at
all ease, but, by the time I’d successfully managed to
complete it without too much fuss, I was beginning to get
my confidence back. Remember, I was only 23.
The main race for me was the Touring Car Championship.
I was fairly low down the grid, but was fired up and ready
to show ‘em what I could do. At the end of the first lap I
arrived at Murrays Corner with a whole bunch of others
who, should have, in my opinion been well behind me. I
went to go down the inside of Bob Holden’s Peugeot 203,
only to find I’d left my braking too late, there was nowhere
to go with a sandbag about to be demolished.
I ended up in the middle of the road and was
ignominiously pushed off the circuit before I’d even done
one lap.
The drive back to Brisbane wasn’t much better as a noise
emanating from the trailer caused us to twice check the
wheel bearings only to learn when we’d finally got home
that the noise was actually coming from the wheel itself
which had developed a large crack.
For a variety of reasons, I never went back, but I did have
another one of “those’ weekends on at least two other
occasions.
Stuart Anderson

Group S Report - Racing in 2020
The 2020 GSRA calendar is already available on TeamApp,
which now includes improved functionality to allow you to
RSVP. I encourage all members to complete the RSVP for
all events. This assists the GSRA and the event promoters
regarding potential entry numbers. An RSVP does not
confirm your entry, merely your intent to compete. The
2020 calendar has shaped up again to provide an
excellent range of racing opportunities across five states.

If there is one thing I urge members to do in 2020, it is enter
early! This not only helps Group S, it helps promoters.
Thank you to each GSRA member for their ongoing
support that keeps our category strong, relevant, and a
leader in the Australian historic motorsport community.
Tom Walstab Vice President
Classic Sports Car Racing (GSRA)

Winton
Festival of
Speed
THIS YEAR’S SPEED FEST AT WINTON

T

he mornings were cool, but the
racing was hot at this year’s
Winton Festival of Speed (August
3-4).
Organisers were delighted with the
support from competitors, car clubs
and spectators as the long track
meeting grows in popularity. The
Show ‘N Shine saw over 500 cars on
display and the crowds certainly
appreciated the action.
The concept of racing HQ Holdens
was first conceived in Tasmania
before being introduced to mainland
Australia at Mallala in 1989. This
meeting saw the introduction of the
HQ’s to Winton Festival of Speed
and the spectators loved it. The
term ‘close racing’ has become
synonymous with the iconic category,
with racers diving three abreast into
corners with amazing regularity.
Fans were in their element with
plenty of HQ action as well as a
great lineup of machines on display.
22 enthusiastic drivers took to the
track where Bruce Heinrich, “a kid
in a hurry”, demonstrated his speed
off the line and around the circuit.
However it was newcomer to the
podium Andrew Magilton (1973 HQ),
who proved too good for fellow
compatriots, with three impressive

wins and a pace that was a second
a lap faster. Father Mick (1973
HQ) lived up to the club motto of
‘affordable excitement’ with his spin
during race 2, whilst 2018 champion
and current leader Andrew McLeod
(1972 HQ) powered into second
position in the final race. Following an
earlier altercation with the wall, Ryan
Woods (1974 HQ) made an impressive
comeback on Sunday from the
back of the field to eventually climb
to third. “It may be easy to drive a
fast car quickly, but driving a nearly
standard HQ Kingswood, complete
with 3.3 Litre 6 cylinder and 3 speed
manual in that manner, now that’s a
challenge!”
There was a sizable crop of 32 cars
on hand to continue celebrations of
the 50th anniversary of Formula Fords
in Australia including two visitors from
overseas. New Zealander Wayne
Colville, steering his newly acquired
Van Diemen RF88 (ex-Andrew
Robson), and experienced British
driver Richard Tarling, aboard Chris
Davison’s Quest FF86, were welcome
additions to the grid. A number
of family combinations were also
entered…. the Degotardis - father
Graeme (1973 Bowin P6F) and son
Craig (1971 Elfin 600); the Faulkners father Paul (1977 Crossle 32F) and son
Will (Van Dieman RF86); the Davisons

- uncle Richard (Van Dieman RF89)
and niece Claire Greig (Reynard
FF84); and finally the Blanchards father John (Van Dieman RF88), son
Harrison (Van Dieman RF88) and
nephew Simon Fallon (Van Dieman
RF86). In addition, Cole Spender was
driving the recently restored car built
by father Phil (1971 Spender Lynx). It’s
easy to see why the category is so
supportive of each other!
Drama in the Formula Ford field
was experienced early in Qualifying
when the usually competitive
Andrew McInnes found a patch of
oil near turn 2, followed by a rather
unforgiving wall. The sickening thud
left Andrew sidelined and feeling
very sore and bruised whilst his Van
Dieman RF89 is now in a race to be
rebuilt for Historic Sandown. Ouch!
Paul Faulkner (Crossle 32F) and Kevin
Kosa (Penrite Lola 342) dominated
the Fa class, Sean Whelan (Reynard
84F) the Fb class and Jonathon Miles
(Van Dieman RF89) the Fc class. Not
surprisingly, Miles and 2017/2018
winner Whelan were joint winners of
the CoolDrive Cup. In a thrilling start
to the Sunday 15 lap feature race,
Richard Davison demonstrated a
perfect 360 spin leaving some drivers
to head for the grass and others to
manoeuvre skillfully past.
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HISTORIC LONG TRACK RACING, CLASSIC CAR SHOW,
PARADE AND MOTORKHANA
Over 500 cars racing and on show over 2 days, featuring 50kms Historic Touring Car race. Classic Sports Car
feature race and Super Sprints for Group C and tribute cars plus Historic Sports Sedans.
Categories: Group N, Group S, Historic Sports Sedans, Group C, Tribute Group C, HQ Racing, MG Racing ,
Formula Ford, Formula Vee, JK&L, M&O Sports and Racing, Sports 2000, NASCAR/AUSCAR/Sportsman, Regularity.

Entries from May, 2020. For more information and entry, visit www.vhrr.com
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Regularity always introduces us to
unfamiliar cars. Enter newcomer
to the Australian racing scene
Chris Logue, driving his majestic
1953 Jaguar Mk 7. With major
engine works scheduled, Chris
was unhappy about the amount
of smoke he was throwing out so
took it gingerly at the start before
putting his foot to the metal and
flooring it. (Not the prescribed
instructions for competing in
Regularities!) Needless to say
there was no-one more surprised
than Logue when he finished third
overall. We wonder what he can
do when he’s trying? Cameron
Smith (Porsche 356) was easily
the most consistent driver of the
weekend taking a second, first and
third placing in each of his runs,
while Nigel Tait in the very desirable
Lolita Mk 1 also put in a fine effort.
The Touring cars always pull in a
great crowd and there was an
added emotional layer to this
year’s event as ex-speedway,
AUSCAR and NASCAR champion
Terry Wyhoon took the wheel of
the 1969 Chev Camero to honour
the late Dean Neville’s entry. Many
team members past and present,
together with sponsors, family and
friends made the journey to Winton
to say farewell. Wyhoon delighted
them by first putting the car on
pole, and then proceeding to win
all three races and the inaugural
Dean Neville Memorial Trophy.
Very fitting, with cheers and tears
all around! Don’t be mistaken
though….this was no ‘lay down
misere’. The racing was fast and
furious, as Western Australian Darryl
Hansen (1968 Ford Mustang) did
everything he could, including
taking the lap wins in each race
and making an exciting move
on the field following his spin in
the final race before eventually
bowing out. The Sunday 15 lap
feature race was also punctuated
by several appearances of the
safety car as well as a number
of time penalties, leaving the
excitement of the race to flow and
ebb. A determined Peter McNiven
(1971 RX-2), was cheered on by
Mazda fans with his skillful attempts
to break the stranglehold of ‘the
big boys’, rewarding him with
consistent podium places over
both days. Andrew Cannon (Ford
Mustang) dominated the Fb class
whilst Andy White (Volvo 122S) put
in a fine performance.
There was a disappointingly small
field contesting the M&O events
leaving newcomer Declan Foo
(Elfin Clubman) and experienced

open wheeler Andrew Robson
(Brabham BT30) as clear winners
in their respective classes. Robson
was particularly chuffed as he put
his new toy through its paces and
blitzed the opposition to set a new
lap record on Sunday morning
before breaking it again in the
afternoon – 1:29.8719. Nice work
Andrew!
David Hardman (1980 Hardman
JH1) provided us with consistent
performances over the two days
taking out all three P, Q and R
races, followed by Andrew Makin
(1973 March 73B) and current
Australian Hillclimb Champion
Malcolm Oastler (Kaditcha AF2).
When Makin did not compete
on Sunday afternoon, attention
turned to the contest between
Conor Ryan making his debut in
David Crabtree’s 1987 Ralt RT4
and Dean Camm steering his 1974
Chevron B24. Unfortunately for
us, Camm bowed out on lap 3
leaving the score at one all and
a DNF. With Ryan sure to be given
another opportunity in the Ralt, the
challenge continues. Watch this
space!
MG protagonists Phil Chester (1972
MGB GTV8) and Vince Gucciardo
(1968 MGC Sebring) battled it out
all weekend, with the two cars
often travelling side by side. Driving
was certainly fast and furious
and cheering fans certainly got
their monies worth. In a thrilling
encounter Gucciiardo took his
first MG race win, managing to
outpace championship leader
Chester in the eight lap Aussie
Pools trophy race on Sunday
morning. “I was pushing, but Phil’s
car was really strong (in Race 1)
and I just couldn’t maintain the
pace. I made a couple of small
errors and he got by, (so) I knew
it was a case of tucking in. After
that I made a few changes that
night and the car really came on
for Sunday’s race. It felt good, the
car was so hooked up, and when
the tyres came on, it was brilliant.”
Leading the remaining field of 20
determined entrants, was NSW
driver Damien Meyer who returned
to the track in his very quick 1963
Midget alongside brother Simon in
a 1962 model. Sunday afternoon
saw Gucciardo stall on the start,
and, in a daring move under
brakes, Damien Meyer wrestled
the lead briefly from Chester. The
determined Meyer continued to
threaten until Gucciardo passed
him with three laps to go. This
provided the latter with a huge
challenge to once again take on

nemesis Chester in the fading light.
With lights flashing the two leaders
certainly put the wind up the slower
drivers before Chester finally took
the chequered flag. Further great
contests were seen between David
Anderson (MG Roadster) and Tony
Vollebregt (ZR160); and Ian Branson
(MGF) and Sean Herily (MGF).
Exciting stuff!
In the Italian Classics event,
contenders ranging from 1969
to 2014 took on the challenge.
Whilst Hugh Harrison in his 1979 Alfa
Romeo GTV was the consistent
winner throughout the event, it was
his protagonists Mick Aarons (1985
Alfa Romeo GTV6) and Domenic
Carosa (2014 Abarth 500) who
created the interest. Both took
out fastest lap times whilst coming
second in respective races, and
both battled it out with each other,
and at times Harrison, to prove to
each other (and the crowd) that
they have what it takes. The Abarth
proved very entertaining to watch
as Carosa challenged the Alfas with
his late moves into the corners and
all “twisty bits” around the Winton
circuit.
19 Historic Sports Sedans, many
from South Australia, competed
in a Super Sprint where the winner
was based on the car who scored
the fastest lap time for the meeting.
Simon Pfzitner put himself on pole
position driving the ex-Peter Fowler/
Bryan Thomson Mercedes Benz
450SLC. With a qualifying lap time of
1:34.4588 which he lowered to the
winning time of 1:29.9865 on Sunday
morning, it was great to have
Thommo trackside to cheer his old
charge on to victory. The Mercedes
was also driven by John Bowe and
Brad Jones in the 80’s, and Pfitzner,
who grew up in the shadow of
father Bernie’s sports sedan business
in the late 70’s and 80’s, has
developed quite an passion for this
category of cars owning another
three cars in the race - 1982 Ford
Escort driven by Myles Bond into
second position, the delightful 1957
Austin A30 (Ian Baird) and Nissan
Giselle S12 (Barry Bray). Eddie Metz
in his 1970 Ford Escort came in third.
In typical Formula Vee fashion, the
cut-and-thrust of wheel-to-wheel
competition was witnessed all
weekend, as positions see-sawed
between Daniel Bando (1985 Elfin
NG), Nigel Jones (1975 Rennmax
Mk 2), Don Greiveson (1984 Spectre
NG), Phil Oakes slipping at the last
minute into Noel Bull’s 1966 Elfin 500
and Conor Ryan (1985 Daveric Mk
1V) who as usual was nipping at
everyone’s heels. Jones took the

honours on Saturday, with Bando
stepping up the plate for both races
on Saturday.
In the same race, Groups J,K and
Lb also fought it out, with two wildly
different cars, the 1960 Lola Mk 1
driven by Samantha Dymond and
the 1948 George Reed Monoskate
(Graeme Raper), battling for line
honours. Despite finishing second
the previous day, Dymond took the
challenge up to Raper on Sunday,
with top podium finishes and
fastest lap time in both races. Max
Pegram (1960 Gemini Ford Mk 11)
completed the trio.
Michael Byrne (1975 Lotus Seven
S4) consistently puts in some pretty
quick laps around the Winton
Circuit and once again he did
not disappoint. Unfortunately for
him it was still not good enough to
stop the dominance of Western
Australian regular Matt Hansen
(1966 Ford Shelby) who controlled
the Group S races all meeting.
Their David and Goliath battle
entertained the crowd with the
powerful Ford effortlessly pulling
away on the straights only to be
threatened again in the corners.
In fact it was hard to know where
to look, as all around the track
commanding Chev Corvettes,
Porsches and Panteras diced with
the elusive Alfas, MGs and Sprites.
The great mix of cars provided us
with a superb spectacle and gave
all motorsport fans something to
cheer about. Congratulations to
Ray Narkiewicz (1965 Chevrolet
Corvette), Hugh Harrison (1979 Alfa
Romeo GTV), Alex Webster (1975
Porsche 911),Tom Walstab (1979
Porsche 928 ) and Rowan Pinder
(1967 Chevrolet Corvette). In fact
the efforts of all competitors thrilled
us and left us wanting more. We’ll
be back in 2020!
Cheryl Reid
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Ross Jackson - Pantera
Stephen Rooke - Morris Cooper
Trent Harrison Alfa GTV6
Keith Simpson Cooper Mk5
Formula Fords
Formula Vees
Rowan Pinder - Chev Corvette
Derek McLaughlan - Miller Ford
Andrew Cannon - Mustang
Chris Logue - Jaguar Mk7
Vince Parisi - Simca Vedette
Jim Russell - Ford Special

Classifieds
New Release!
from the author of the acclaimed Bathurst Cradle of
Australian Motor Racing
The story of Motor Racing’s Most Significant Event
- where Racing Cars Originated! Comprehensive
Coverage. Primary Sources. Over 300 pages.
Profusely illustrated, even contemporary film.
Researched and written by author John Medley - writer
of the acclaimed
“Bathurst Cradle
of Australian Motor
Racing” and “John
Snow, Classic Racing
Driver”
Usual meticulous
attention to detail.
Limited edition.
A feast of information.
A Feast of Visuals
email john.medley89@
gmail.com
$80 Australia. You
receive the book in
PDF digital form: on
your device you can
read, view, listen to
and can be printed as
a book

MG Q-Type Replica
Based on 1948 MG TC chassisGraham Payne fibreglass
Q-Type body. Record and balanced XPAW engine,new
everything. Too much to list. Make a fantastic race or
hillclimb special
Contact me for full details and pictures. Offers invited.
Raymond McAuliffe 0407 949 292
rlmmotorsport520@gmail.com
FORD “Miller Special” 1935 replica INDY CAR.
Car was made late 90’s here in Aus. From drawings
obtained from Ford US.
Running 24 stud Flathead V8 274 ci Skat crank engine.
Super reliable fun regularity/hillclimb K type car.
Turn key ready to go. $23,500 Derek 0403 131 304
Thanks to Phil Memery for the cartoon below.

your trade specialist!
We stock parts.
LOTS of parts.
In fact, Burson keep more parts in stock than any other automotive
chain, which means more time working and less time waiting.
And with an extensive store network, fleet of over 750 vehicles
and the very best brands – you can rest assured you are
talking to the best people in the game
for everything automotive.

PH 1300 BURSON (1300 28 77 66)

www.burson.com.au

Classifieds
Elfin 620B Formula Ford, restored & running $18,500.00 or
best offer. Please phone Peter Halpin on - 0418 593 659.
Photos: email Brian Simpson - cooperjap1955@gmail.com
Austin 7 rolling chassis. Chassis, axles, wheels only. Best
offer. Phone Alan 0414 470 460.
After forty years of custodianship, I have started to
seriously look for the next custodian of the Roadmaster.
The car is NOT for sale: it will be handed on the the next
custodian. The car is currently on display at the National
Motor Racing Museum at Bathurst hoping to attract
some national interest. The car is to be listed as an “item
of moveable cultural heritage”and can only leave the
country for a significant event if a temporary permit is
issued. I am looking for someone who can afford to look
after it and drive it in suitable events in Australia.It is a very
small car and requires a flexible driver of less than 6ft.It is
as raced in the first ever 1934/35 Speedway season, starts
easily and is reliable.

For Sale Cooper T76
When I reached my mid 70’s I decided to stop driving it
but love the Historic events so have over the last 5 years
entered the car with Jamie Larner as the driver and he
prepares the car at his factory in Eltham.
I have now decided to sell the car so that someone else
can have the enjoyment of owning and a car with good
history.
Give me call on 0408 380 031 to discuss. Frank Hook
frankhook37@icloud.com

Rob Rowe P O Box 6042 Mount Hutton NSW 2290
02 4948 1771 or 0407 242 870

2001 MGF Trophy 160 Race Car. Built as one of the
Australian MGF Trophy series cars from brand new and
has never been registered. Australian delivery 5315 kms.
Stripped out interior, full CAMS roll cage, race seat and
in-date harness. Additional features over and above
original spec. are: Full tonneau, hand built Bilstein shock
absorbers, Gripper LSD, 7” and 8” x 16 wheels, good tyres
and worked cylinder head. Perfect starter car for racing
or any motorsport. CAMS log book. Only selling because
I am retiring from active driving. $12,000 Ken Price
0418311040 or ken@papquip.com.au

John Wood the well known actor of stage and screen
(Blue Heelers, Rafferty’s Rules, Doctor Blake, etc) has
asked me to sell his 1996 XJ300 Jaguar Sovereign.
John, as many know, is a Jaguar enthusiast, & has helped
the VHRR Sandown events as the guest presenter on the
dais. John has owned a variety of Jaguars and other
classic cars over the years. This Jaguar is in excellent
condition, finished in Topaz duco and unmarked Doeskin
leather trim. Showing a low mileage for the year, 166000
ks, and recently serviced by a Jaguar service centre, this
desirable Jaguar is being sold with a RWC and will be fully
detailed by Ron Simmonds. The special registration plate
UK JAG will stay with the car, the rego expires in August
2020. A smooth automatic transmission, air conditioning,
special wheels, good tyres, and service books, make this
a most desirable modern classic. Priced to sell at $16.000.
For more information: Ron Simmonds on 0427 031 737 or
5962 2331.
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