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We meet Bi-Monthly - on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month 8pm

at the VHRR
Club at
rooms
30-32 Lexton
Rd Box Hill.
We meet Bi-Monthly
8 PM
the VHRR
Clubrooms
30-32 Lexton Rd Box Hill.
COMING
EVENTS Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
Wednesday
September
25th
October
4th
October rd 27th
3 October
November
1st
November
*15th 6-8th
October
TBC		

COMING EVENTS

All Historic Track Day Winton..........................................0413 702 558
Rob Roy InterClub Ch Round 3 (CCE, hillclimb).............0417 398 606
MGM................................................................................03 9877 2317
Meridan
Visit/BBQ
MGCC 29th Historic & Classic
Hillclimb Motorsort
TC Round 3.....0407
825 545
Historic Sandown ......Cancelled.
................................0402
224 133
Morwell
Hillclimb
VHRR Annual Presentation & Awards Dinner..................0407 825 545

Entries Attached
Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb
October 22
Roger Boehme 0409-434-905
Please note*
At present, many things are being cancelled/postponed so please check before you go.
24th October
VHRR General Meeting & Auction
Sandown Historic
*November 10th-12th
Sandra 9744-1807
th
November 26
Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb
Committee Meetings 2020
David White 9850-4795
st rd
January 20th
April 20th
July 20th
October 19th
-3
HSRCA
Eastern
Creek Tasman
December
1
February 17th
May 18th
August 17th
November 16th
Contact
Direct
March 16th
June 15th
September
21stHSRCA
December
14th
December 16th
VHRR Xmas & Awards Night
Wednesday Members Lunch - every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
Llyod
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS
Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club
Nights0415-351-164
6.30 - 7.30
*CCE = Club Championship Event
Club Permit Scheme
Chris Nelson....................................................................0439 955 562
CLUB LIBRARY
HOURS Wednesdays 11.30-2.00 Club Nights 6.30-7.3
(Red Plate)		
2/1 Rushdale Street, Knoxfield 3180 BH only please.
Club Permit Scheme(RED
PLATES) Event
Lloyd Shaw. …..0415.351.164
		
*CCE = Club Championship
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The VHRR gratefully acknowledges the support of our major sponsors

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Members are reminded that it is likely that
the General Meeting scheduled for August 25
will also be cancelled and AGM rescheduled to
October. We will keep you advised in this regard.
The Way It Was – 1968 Datsun 3 Hour
Throughout the course of this lockdown period,
I’ve been working with my Grandpa, Derek
Smith, writing articles and re-living the stories
and history of some race cars/meetings from
way back when. This month’s focus was on
the Datsun 3 Hour Race at Sandown, held
in mid-September of 1968. Derek, alongside
Monaco Autos business partner Bill LordeMilnes, entered a 1,300cc Renault R8 Gordini
in Class C, the middle of the five sale-price
based classes. Seeing as organisation was
clearly a strong point for Team Monaco, the
car was acquired exactly a week prior to the
race! And as work was busy at the time, all
preparation that was done on the car had to
be completed after hours, meaning very late
nights and on occasions very early mornings
in the week leading up to the race to, ensure
the car was ready. Just to put into context, the
endurance races at the time weren’t at all similar
to the likes of Le-Mans and even the Bathurst
12 Hour where the cars are built especially for
the race itself, the cars had to run as completely
stock, showroom spec road cars, which caused
rivalries between manufacturers to hit an all-time
high. A winning formula on track often meant
more sales for the brands, so the principle of
‘win on Sunday, sell on Monday’ was very much
present. Derek often refers to this meeting
as one of his favourites, as the buildup to the
weekend is an incredibly accurate summation
of what it was like to race in that period, any
meeting that you had the opportunity to enter,
there’d be no hesitation whatsoever to do so,
no matter what needed to be done in order to
compete! So, a frantic Friday evening the night
before the race, where a broken valve spring
was discovered when doing one final check-over
of the car, meant that the plan of a good night’s
sleep before the weekend was canned. Instead,
a contact from Renault Australia was called, who
popped into the factory to collect a set of valve
springs for the boys, and as he was a nice chap,
kindly gave them a set of ‘competition’ brake
pads, as the standard pads had no chance of
lasting the duration of the race. After finishing up
late on Friday, Bill and Derek got a few hours of
sleep, then set off to Sandown to arrive just in
time for Qualifying. Bill qualified, and would start

the race 3rd in Class C. The main competition
in class was a Mini Cooper S, a Fiat 125, and
a HR Holden. The Mini suffered a broken rotor
button off the start line, which took several
laps to resolve, promoting the little Renault to
2nd in class. When approaching the one and
a half hour mark (halfway), and the switchover
point between drivers, the Fiat 125 ran a lap
too long and ran out of fuel, taking yet another
rival out of the running. By the pitstop, Bill had
driven extremely well to obtain 1st in class, with
a comfortable lead over the HR Holden. After
putting on his lap sash and waiting for the car
to be refueled, Derek jumped in the car for the
final run to the flag. A lap or so after exiting pit
lane, Derek put on the brakes for Turn 1, and
his foot went straight to the floor with a grinding
noise, meaning the ‘competition’ brake pads
had failed. As having nothing in the way of
brakes isn’t exactly ideal, I asked Derek if there
was ever a thought of pitting the car and retiring,
but the only response I got was a solid ‘no’,
then an explanation saying that any problem
that occurred during races back then, the driver
would simply just drive around the issue. And
after driving around this particular issue, Derek
took the checkered flag to bring home 1st in
class for Monaco Autos, after completing 106
Laps, two laps more than the second placed
HR Holden. This was a terrific result, especially
considering the timeframe and that the weekend
was literally done on a shoestring. This, is the
way it was.
Josh Lowing
What is Sports 2000?
With increasing popularity of Sports 2000 cars in
Historic Racing of late I figured it may be time to
put pen to paper to help shed some light as to
what these cars and the category is all about.
The Cars
Sports 2000 cars, as the name would suggest,
are a controlled formula of two-seater, open top,
rear engined sports racing cars. Sports 2000
cars were built in vast numbers, predominantly
in England and the majority manufactured by
well known constructors including, but not
limited to: Chevron, Crossle, Lola, March,
Reynard, Royale, Swift, Tiga and Van Diemen.
The vast majority of chassis designs employ
the aluminium monocoque theory, with some
manufacturers opting for a full aluminium
monocoque front to rear, and some a semi
space frame design, with the the chassis
being a monocoque up to the rear firewall and

a tubular space frame making up the engine
cradle and rear suspension pick ups.
The engines in the category are a strictly
controlled 2 litre single overhead camshaft Ford
‘Pinto’ that must use the standard 32/36 DGV
downdraft Weber carburettor. In short, the only
permissible modifications are balancing and
blueprinting, a small amount of cylinder head
porting (with maximum port openings specified),
removal of points and fitting of electronic ignition
with MSD-style spark box, free exhaust and
a controlled camshaft. The end result netting
something in the vicinity of 150 bhp. The vast
majority of cars utilise the well known Hewland
Mk9 four speed transaxle with interchangeable
gear ratios.
In the brakes and suspension department there
are more similarities with established racing
cars, with most Sports 2000 manufacturers
utilising a fully adjustable independent double
wishbone front suspension, rack and pinion
steering and two piston calliper disc brakes.
At the other end, most utilise a similar fully
independent rear suspension with bottom
wishbone and top control link design, with
double CV jointed drive shafts to the transaxle,
with either inboard or outboard mounted disc
rotors.
Bodywork is predominately of glass fibre
construction, with the main body usually being
made up of 3 main pieces along with side-pods.
Most designs utilise a front air dam/splitter
and rear gurney flap style tail piece. Visually,
the main differences being location of radiator
mounting (single front or twin rear) and open or
enclosed rear wheels.
The History
The inception of the Sports 2000 category is
largely credited to John Webb, at the time, of
Brands Hatch Racing Circuit fame. In 1976
Webb coined the idea of an inexpensive form of
the then Group 6 Prototype Sports Car Racing
category, using a proven production based and
inexpensive drivetrain, similar to the then thriving
Formula Ford 2000 class. The Sports 2000
category was born and shortly after on the 8th of
April 1977 the first race for the class took place
at Oulton Park in the U.K. It didn’t take long for
the categories popularity to soar through club
Racing, with the main attractions being the cars
simple and cost effective maintenance, good
turn of speed and hotly contested competition.
Sports 2000 grew to become extremely popular
for many years in a number of countries around
the world, including most of Europe and the U.S,

where Sports 2000’s were able to field large,
competitive grids in SCCA Racing for over 20
years.
Sports 2000 was approved as a Cams Historic
5th category group in the early 1990’s and since
around 25 eligible cars now reside in Australia.
The cutoff date for Historic Sports 2000’s in
Australia is December 1984 as this date signifies
a significant change in technology of the cars,
including fully enclosed wheel bodywork,
inboard ‘rocker’ style suspension and significant
aerodynamic advancements. In recent years
the class has gained much needed traction to
the point where it is not uncommon to see up
to 15 Sports 2000 cars at a Historic event, often
being the best represented type of Q or R subcategory cars at the event.
Get Involved
A track-ready, Historically eligible Sports 2000
can be purchased here for approximately
$40,000, with further opportunity to import from
the U.K and U.S, and presents real, factory built,
fully adjustable, slick-tyres form of Motorsport
that will lap Phillip Island in the mid to low
1:40’s, Winton National circuit in sub 1:30’s and
Sandown in the low 1:20’s for the running cost
of a Formula Ford, all whilst giving the illusion
of being far more expensive! But don’t take my
word for it, come and see us at the track, sit in a
car, we will point you to the cars on the market,
then come and join in the fun.
See you at the track,
Grant Kelly.
Classifieds
Dear Jan & Laurie,
Hope you are well and that Covid is not highimpact in your lives.
The arts and music world has been a no-show
since March, and I am trying to sort everything
out as time goes on. And that involves cars and
parts too, where most of my resources now lie,
apart from the house.
I have this Weber-Cobra Carburettion system
which Shan imported from the US for $7.2K
AUD before he became ill. He was going to do
up a Shelby, but was stopped in his tracks. He
tinkered with this attaching a few hoses when he
was ill, but couldn’t proceed.
I contacted a US specialist in these systems
and asked him what a fair price it would be to
liquidate it. He said if he was selling it preowned, but never placed in a vehicle, he would
ask at least $5.5K AUD, so I am looking around
that figure.
I’ve had a lot of unanticipated expenses in past

18 months and no work since March - and now
is not the ideal time to sell one of the cars.
So if anyone in your wide network could be
interested, please let me know. Photos and
description below.
Thanks and No stress either way.
Stay Safe + Well,
Warm wishes,
Paula x
FOR SALE (Local Pick Up or Shipping preferred)
4 x 48IDA Weber carburretion system on a
Cobra manifold with a Cobra-lettered front water
neck that is modified for the competition-style
FIA fuel lines. It has a side-mounted activation
bellcrank to make it suitable for a variety of
applications, and it also has the red stack
covers. $5.500 AUD.
PAULA deBURGH
Mobile: 0418 318 618
Post: PO Box 1501, St Kilda South
Vic. 3182

New, unused, in original packaging,
Momo MOD 27 steering wheel, professionally
indexed and drilled to suit a Lifeline ‘Formula’
Quick Release hub. $300 ono. Chris Curran
0409 374 696

Some old advertising from the
1950/60’s Many up and coming race drivers
started their careers in these types of cars.
Many well know drivers put their name to various
products, in this case it’s Lex Davison.
Cheers Simmo

