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Wednesday Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
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VHRR 50th Anniversary/Xmas Dinner - Manningham........03 8774 4154

COMING EVENTS

RACV British and European Motoring Show...................0473 832 277
AGM.................................................................................0458 882 304
Phillip Island Classic........................................................0458
882 304
Meridan Motorsort Visit/BBQ
Ron’s Tour................................................. Ron Townley 0418 999 576
Morwell Hillclimb
Winton Festival of Speed.................................................0412 264 997

Entries Attached
Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb
October 22
Roger Boehme 0409-434-905
24th October
VHRR General Meeting & Auction
Sandown Historic
*November 10th-12th
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th
November 26
Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb
David White 9850-4795
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IMPORTANT NOTICES
VALE - William Francis Coad
3.9.1930 - 7.11.2021
Long before Bathurst, Frank and John
Roxbrough drove a production Vauxhall Cresta
to win Australia’s first long Distance endurance
race, the Armstrong 500, at Phillip Island on
November 20. 1960.
That was 61 years ago. Prior to that other
Vauxhalls specials, created by his brother
George, were regular winners when driven by
Frank. Readers may recall Franks endeavours in
other owners vehicles. The Lukey Cooper Bristol,
Jolly’s Decca, Lotus 15 & Lotus 7, Whiteford’s
Maserati 300 and others. He entered events
everywhere
Frank was a quiet achiever who tried a number
of noteworthy activities during his working
years. The years he spent in Sea Lake resulted
in the establishment of a new type of motor
sport. Lake Tyrrell and its surrounds became
a challenge and after considerable effort the
Sea Lake Desert Rally happened for the first
of 40 odd times in 1973. Only Heritage issues
have delayed its future. In Sea Lakes main
street there stands a monolith honouring Franks
achievements. Frank has been admitted to the
OFF ROAD HALL OF FAME and received the
CAMS Merit Award.
Flying was another passion. He was one of the
first five pilots licensed to fly fixed wing aircraft
for mustering. He did that in low winged Pipers.
When finally retired and unable to find the 1960’s
Cresta he, using some original parts, recreated
the car. He restored and rode motor bikes until
2018 .
The famous Vauxhall Special was sold in 1960
and found as a wreck in 1975. Frank returned it
to Kerang, where after much TLC it reappeared
at selected events, including a late 1990’s
Adelaide Grand Prix where Frank sustained
bruises after contacting the guard rail and was
heard to say “I’ve never done anything like that
before”.
I had known Frank for 60 years and we talked
just days prior to his departure.
Compiled with help from daughter Vicky &
nephew George Coad - Lloyd Shaw
The Membership Secretary is compiling
the membership list for Seasons 2021-2023.
Those members who are yet to rejoin will have
recently received their last Oily Rag Magazine
and this will be their last Newsletter.

It is not too late to renew, members are always
able to renew their membership. With Sandown
already successful and other race events
planned the future is looking brighter at the
moment for our sport.
Historic Sandown 2021
After a fair old hiatus from racing yet again, it
was great to be back for this year’s edition of
Historic Sandown. Seeing as the last run for
most was at Historic Winton in May, it was a
fantastic opportunity for both car and driver to
have the cobwebs dusted off, and get back to
what we love doing!
For us, the weekend was a relatively up and
down affair, with the inclusion of many a learning
experience and a couple of solid results to leave
the track with happy come Sunday evening.
Having spent the majority of the latest lockdown
in a simulator, it was a pretty big shock to the
system to be back in the mighty Vee, feeling
each and every bump in the ever changing
Sandown track surface! For Friday practice,
the aim was to get back up to speed, take our
time and ensure that all the skills that hadn’t
been put to use in months were up to scratch.
By the end of the day, both car and driver were
still in working order, and I’d built up enough
confidence to have a crack in Qualifying the
following morning.
Overall though, we were all stoked to be
back and went home keen as for Saturday’s
proceedings. Saturday morning, after we’d done
all the usual pre session checks, I fired on the
skid lid, tightened the belts, and drove up to the
grid for Qualifying. One of the many takeaways
for me from Sandown was seeing just how
much benefit getting to the marshalling area as
early as possible has, as I can’t stress enough
how much mindset contributes to on track
performance. Having even 15, 20 minutes to
just disengage from everything else surrounding
you before a session, close your eyes, and get
yourself well and truly in the zone is something
now I’ve learnt to make sure happens, will
happen before each practice session, qualifying
run or race, because it makes such a profound
difference.
Qualifying was full on, maximum commitment
lap after lap certainly is a work out, but prior
to session’s end we pitted early, as a brake
fluid leak led to a really slippery middle pedal,
causing my right foot to slip off the brakes
through the very few Formula Vee braking points

at Sandown, which I was quick to learn, is far
from ideal and requires a selection of spare
undercrackers for when one returns to the pits.
It was a shame to not get those last few laps,
as the confidence was growing lap after lap, but
from the laps we did sneak in, we ended up P10
overall and P1 in class by a couple of seconds.
Race 1 rolled around and I was beyond keen
to further the confidence we’d built up in
Qualifying, and as far as the first few laps of our
6 lapper went, all was going swimmingly. We got
off the line well, but proceeded to be absolutely
annihilated in a straight line by all the J,K and
L weapons for the run towards Turn 1, but
managed to build a solid cushion between the
rest of the Vees in a few laps, and after rectifying
our brake issue from the previous session, the
confidence I had gained under brakes was
huge, ‘Dandy Road’ being the hot spot for all
our late braking maneuvers throughout the race.
The last lap board came out, and coming into
Peters, we got involved in a bit of an incident,
putting an end to our race, which was a huge
shame considering the progress we’d made.
Racing is a sport with so many opportunities
to learn and grow, this was one of those steep
learning curves for me. The confidence took a
solid whack, and the ego was a bit bruised, but
I had a night to sleep it off and come back for
Race 2 on Sunday in a fresh mindset, ready to
finish the weekend on a high note. I’m stoked
to say that we did just that. Following a good
getaway alongside fellow back row starter
and locked diff specialist, Conor Ryan, in the
supercharged MG TA Special, who would later
go on to get the #771 beast running strongly,
zip past me and have a fantastic battle with Ray
Sprague in the mighty Ford Special, we clawed
our way back up the field to walk away with
our first class win, but it wasn’t to come easy,
following a mega slipstream battle all race long
with Ross McLaughlan, of whom historically
takes the cake for fastest history teacher in the
history of Historic racing.
It was fantastic to get that class win as a bit of a
confidence boost, and we were able to continue
that form to the final race of the weekend, where
we ran away from the rest of the Vees to take
the chequered flag over 10 seconds clear of
the next 1.2 litre open wheeled rocket. Overall,
the weekend for us was a huge learning curve
in many respects, but to walk away with our
first couple of class wins was a big boost, and
I’m more keen than ever to get back behind the

wheel for Rob Roy on the 28th of this month. A
huge thank you to the VHRR for another great
event as always, and a massive thank you
also to the officials for braving the extremely
changeable Melbourne weather so that we could
get out on track, weekends like this wouldn’t
be possible without the legendary team that
sacrifice their weekends to help these events
take place. To finish, I’m sure I speak on behalf
of the entire racing community when I send my
best wishes to Andy Clempson after what was
a horrific crash, our thoughts are with you for a
speedy and full recovery. Josh Lowing
People may be interested in this YouTube
poster. Just go to YouTube and enter Shed
Racing into the search box. John
On Sunday 14th, after a big night at the
opening of the brand new truck/car/costume
museum at Emerald Bank, Peter Fowler hosted
a BBQ lunch and viewing of the VW 5000 tribute
car, especially for friends and colleagues who
assisted with the build of the original in 73’74 .
A big turn up of 40 or so enthusiasts kept the
place really buzzing for hours. You will note from
Peter’s ripper photo’s , that the VW is in excellent
company with plenty of history for company
as well. Peter commented recently that he no
longer heads for the workshop each morning,
but rather goes to work in the gallery!! VERY
well done Peter. Thommo.

9.45am 19.4.2022 meet at the Tea Rooms
with the red roof on the right as you enter
Yarragon. Street parking, or at the rear via Loch
street.
After morning tea leave for lunch at Community
Sports Club hotel 122-126 Little Johnson St
Maffra. After lunch proceed to Gippsland Vehicle
Collection, 1 Maffra-Sale Road.
Leave Maffra, proceed to Bairnsdale, stop at the
Catholic church (high spire on the left) to view
the stained glass & the ceiling painted by an
Italian man in the 1930s.
Proceed to RSL Motel 221 Esplanade, Lakes
Entrance for 6.30pm Dinner, Bed & Breakfast,
8.30am.

•
Golden Age B&B $135.00 double
•
Riverside B&B $140.00 double
All cooked breakfasts. Book early,
Accommodation is limited.
Pay as you go.
Ron Townley 0418 999 576
CLASSIFIEDS
Robbins special for sale.
Ex John Coffin car c/w enclosed trailer,
Complete history, CAMS logbook, also Racing
suit, Helmet, Gloves etc. $25,000.00 - all offers
considered.
janinec23@gmail.com
Also partly restored 1926 14/40 Vauxhall 4 door
$15.000.00 ono

20.4.2022, leave the motel, turn left, then we will
drive in & out of Lake Tyers for a quick look, and
we will visit a working lime quarry at Nowa Nowa,
then on to Bruthen pub for lunch.
After lunch take the Omeo Highway to Ensay. We
will visit David & Jenny Coy’s Winery & Vineyard
on the right before you cross the Little River
bridge.
Proceed to Swift Creek, turn left to Cassilis,go on
to the T intersection turn right to Omeo, entering
the town, turn right into the car park at the
Golden Age Hotel
Dinner 6.30 pm bed, breakfast 8.30am.
21.4.2022, after breakfast turn right, travel to the
Blue Duck Inn. En route we will park on the side
of the road to view Omeo Valley. Leave the Blue
Duck, return to Omeo, pass The Golden Age &
head for The General Mount Hotham opposite
the police station for lunch.
Leave Mount Hotham, head for Bright. Before
Bright turn right to Tawonga South, turn left at the
T intersection, turn left John Stanley’s green roof
house is 1st on right, park in the side road.
John Stanley is an Aussie marathon runner who
has a fantastic International career. His Stoewer
museum has interesting cars including Stoewer.
In the 1800s Stoewer made typewriters & sewing
machines, which are on display. A donation
would be appreciated. Back over the Tawonga
Gap to Bright . Proceed to Riverside Motel 69
Gavan Street. Bed & breakfast.
Dinner yet to be arranged. Friday enjoy Bright &
the autumn leaves. The tour is finished, hope you
enjoyed it
Be aware of the fuel gauge & maybe have 2 anti
virus shots.
•
RSL Lakes B&B $133.00 double

For Sale John Medley 0401 739 594 $30000 K
logbook Great Fun....

