
PO Box  3485 MELBOURNE VIC 3001 Website: www.vhrr.com Reg. No. 57/001

NEWSLETTER – September  2006 
We meet Bi-Monthly  8 PM at the VHRR Clubrooms 30-32  Lexton Rd Box Hill.
Wednesday Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays. 

COMING EVENTS

3rd   October     Meridan Motorsort Visit/BBQ
*15th October      Morwell Hillclimb 
                                                           Entries Attached 
October 22nd    Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb 
                                                          Roger Boehme 0409-434-905 
24th  October                VHRR General Meeting & Auction
*November 10th-12th       Sandown Historic  

         Sandra 9744-1807 
November 26th                Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb 
                                                           David White 9850-4795
December 1st-3rd        HSRCA Eastern Creek Tasman 
                                                            Contact HSRCA Direct  
December 16th  VHRR Xmas & Awards Night
                                                            Llyod 0415-351-164 
*CCE =  Club Championship Event 

CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30-2.00 Club Nights 6.30-7.30
     Club Permit Scheme(RED PLATES) Lloyd Shaw. …..0415.351.164 
                                                                        P .O. 828 Glen Waverley 3150 

ALL THE ABOVE CLUB ACTIVITIES INCLUDING THE 
WEDNESDAY LUNCH ARE DESIGNATED RED PLATE ACTIVITIES.
 

                                                   
 
VHRR gratefully acknowledge the continuing support of our major sponsors.

NEWSLETTER - February 2021

ABN 97 521 303 894                           Incorporated in Victoria                        Association Number A 0007117 C

Foundation Patron: Sir Jack Brabham AO OBE World Champion 1959, 1960 & 1966
PO Box 3485 MELBOURNE VIC 3001      Website: www.vhrr.com      Reg. No. 57/001

VHRR CLUB ROOMS 30-32  LEXTON RD BOX HILL

We meet Bi-Monthly - on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month 8pm 
at the VHRR Club rooms  30-32  Lexton Rd Box Hill.                    

COMING EVENTS

February 23rd AGM ................................................................................0458 882 304
March 5-7th Phillip Island Classic .......................................................0458 882 304
March 7th Rob Roy Interclub Challenge Rd 1 .................................0412 339 934
April 17-18th Mallala ............................................................................08 8271 5689
April 27th MGM ...............................................................................0458 882 304
May 2nd Historic Rob Roy.............................................................0412 339 934
May 21st-23rd  Historic Winton ...............................................................0419 504 233
May 23rd Rob Roy Interclub Challenge Rd 2 .................................0412 339 934
June 22nd MGM ...............................................................................0458 882 304
August 6-7-8th Winton Festival of Speed ................................................0412 264 997
August 15th Vintage Rob Roy .............................................................0412 339 934
August 24th MGM ...............................................................................0458 882 304
October 3rd Rob Roy Interclub Challenge Rd 3 .................................0412 339 934
October 26th MGM ...............................................................................0458 882 304
October 31st 30th Historic & Classic Rob Roy ....................................0412 339 934
November 5-7th Historic Sandown ...........................................................0402 224 133

Committee Meetings 2021
January 18th April 19th July 19th October 18th
February 15th May 17th August 23rd November 15th
March tbc  June 21st September 20th December 14th 

Wednesday Members Lunch - every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club Nights 6.30 - 7.30

Club Permit Scheme  Chris Nelson ...................................................................0439 955 562
(Red Plate)  2/1 Rushdale Street, Knoxfield 3180 BH only please.
  *CCE =  Club Championship Event
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the VHRR Inc. or its Committee and/or its Newsletter Editor.  Whilst all care has been taken, neither 
the club or its officers accept responsibility for the accuracy of information printed and the quality of 
any items or services advertised or mentioned in this publication.  Incorporated association Number 
A 0007117C. The Editor reserves the right to edit contributions submitted for publication.

The VHRR gratefully acknowledges the support of our major sponsors



IMPORTANT NOTICES

A Report from the Committee

2019 was certainly a very different year for all 
of us, and Historic Racing. VHRR has shared 
the pain with our annual Winton and Sandown 
meetings cancelled. In reality we were extremely 
lucky to have run our “2020 Phillip Island Festival 
of Motorsport” event one week before the 
AGP in Melbourne which as you will know was 
cancelled because of the Covid 19 pandemic, 
and thereafter all Motorsport in Victoria ceased. 

Our Phillip Island Race Committee, with the 
unanimous approval of the Main Committee 
are forging ahead and are determined to run 
the “Festival of Motorsport 2021” on the long 
weekend in March, being the 5, 6 & 8th of 
March. It will be a totally no frills event, and 
unfortunately will be without Spectators, Car 
Club Displays, Trade Stands and Sponsors. 

To date there has been a very encouraging 
entry of circa 300 cars and climbing, however, 
there are a substantial number of Interstate cars 
entered that may or may not be able to attend 
depending on Covid 19 restrictions that may be 
in force including border restrictions in March. 
We certainly hope that all our entrants are able 
to attend. Given that we are unable to have 
Spectators at this event, we must regrettably 
advise that similarly VHRR members will not 
be allowed entry to the event, as Spectators, 
and that our usual complimentary entry to our 
members is suspended for the time being 
until some normality returns to enable us to 
have Spectators at all of our events. So unless 
as a VHRR member you are an entrant, or a 
nominated and registered crew member for an 
entrant you will not gain entry to the circuit. 

To enable us to run this event, a very stringent 
Covid Safe plan approved by Motorsport 
Australia as a condition of the Permit issued 
by them to run this event is in place which will 
require us to identify each and every person 
on-site including all entrants and crew and event 
officials on a daily basis. That in itself will be a 
real challenge. Lets hope that Victoria continues 
to remain relatively Covid free and that we are 
not further restricted in our endeavours to get 
back to enjoy the sport that we love. VHRR 
Committee January 2021

Report from the Secretary
Hello to all members
AGM
Hoping to see you at the AGM on February 23, 

2021 at 8pm. Please come early to allow time 
to sign in. The AGM is being held at the Full 
Gospel Assembly Church at 38 Lexton Road, 
Box Hill. This venue will meet Covid distancing 
requirements and has sufficient on-site parking.  
It is very close to the clubrooms.
Please drive up the sideway of the church and 
park at the back. There is room for 100 cars.  
Come down the stairs to the meeting room and 
sign in. If you use the front door, there is a lift to 
the meeting room, on the first floor, and stairs. 
Again, you will need to sign in.
The AGM will be held in accordance with the 
government restrictions in place at the time so 
please bring a mask. Unfortunately, this is a 
statutory AGM not a social event and we cannot 
provide any catering nor can any food or drink 
be brought into the hall.  We will not able to 
mingle freely during, or after, the meeting.
We are hoping to hold the next General Meeting 
on Tuesday April 27 back at clubrooms - fingers 
crossed!
Membership Secretary Role
As I said previously, Debbie Collins is stepping 
down as our Membership Secretary. She has 
done an outstanding job and will be missed. 
Deb is moving to Darwin and we wish her well in 
whatever the future holds. As she probably won’t 
be at the AGM there was a presentation for her 
at the January committee meeting. Great news 
though – John d’Asques, a long-standing club 
member has volunteered to take on this role - 
many thanks John; your support is appreciated.
Leanne Newson
Secretary

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the VHRR committee for being a joy 
to work with over the past 5+ years I have 
been involved in Membership Secretary duties.   
Appreciate the kind words, beautiful flowers & 
fragrant gifts presented at the last committee 
meeting which will be remembered & used with 
fond memories of you all.
I have thoroughly enjoyed all the opportunities 
to undertake the various tasks, event assistance 
& embracing working beside & meeting some 
colourful car enthusiasts over the past 11 years 
involved in VHRR activities.   As some of you 
may be aware, it has been more of a personal 
challenge undertaking the role with working full 
time amongst other personal events over the 
past 12 months.   I personally thank you all for 
your kindness & understanding at my decision 



to resign from the role & support for my move 
interstate.  I hope to be able to attend future 
events to coordinate with my visits back to 
Melbourne & when there is more certainty in 
travel plans for everyone & it is Covid 19 safe 
to attend as spectators :)   I appreciate each 
& every member along with their friendship & 
assistance over the years - it has indeed been 
a hoot & blast!!   Wishing you all good health, 
safety & please do take care of each other, be 
kind to others & embrace every opportunity to 
live & not just be alive.  Blessings, Deb

I am  thinking of starting a coffee 
club racer group where we would have 
Saturday morning coffee at different cafes It 
would be once a month but not on the month 
when there a historic racing meeting e.g. March 
May August November  Red plates cars are 
most welcome only one off visits to cafe at 
different locations e.g. Bayside Mornington 
Peninsula, Williamstown, Healesville, Queenscliff 
and Loch If interested please send email to 
greg.marriner@gmail.com

HARRY WHO? Part 4 
Harry’s year as the Auto mobile Club of 
Victoria’s Acting Honorary Secretary came to an 
end in December 1904. The ACV in recognition 
of his efforts presented him with a gold stop 
watch. 
Harry continued his involvement. On February 
21’ 1905 saw the Dunlop Sydney to Melbourne 

Above: Syd Day in his 8hp DeDion, entrant #3 in the Light Car 
section of the first Dunlop Reliability Trial between Sydney & 
Melbourne, February 1905

Rally start with 33 competitors. Originally 
planned as a ACV event it was given? to Dunlop. 
Harry had investigated and established the route 
that would take the starters five days to cover. 
Harry had also distributed 60,000 programs 
along the old coaching route. Harry claimed 
that electric cars were not acceptable because 
recharging stations were exceedingly scarce, 
and, like angels visits, far between. (Was 1905 
not 2020) Two cars were shipped from Adelaide, 
one of those, a 5Hp Wolseley was driven by 
Mrs. Ben Thomson. Many of the remaining 
entrants names were well known to the public. 
Only 21 of the starters made it to Melbourne. 
Even Mrs. Thomson, despite lost time after 
flooding her carburettor during a river crossing 
completed the event. The only prize was the 
winner receiving the Buchanan Cup (Valued at 
100 guineas) despite the tremendous cost of 
competing. Only three made it without loss of 
points that required a run off that resulted in a 
win for Harley Tarrant (Argyll), with J.H.Craven 
(De Dion) second, and Sydney Day (De Dion) 
third. The event was considered a success and 
received considerable press exposure resulting 
in Dunlop, and Harry, organized a second event 
10 months later but running in the opposite 
direction Other ACV events were held between 
the Dunlop rallies. There was an Easter run 
to San Reno, followed by a, very successful, 
hill climb at Wheelers Hill on July 5’ ( won by 
Mr. J.W.Moffat). On August 5’ there was a non 
stop run to Ballarat and back. About this time 

rumours started about 
Parliament’s Motor Bill 
and resulted in frequent 
visits to the Houses of 
Parliament, by committee 
members, where many 
amendments were 
witnessed before being 
thrown out when the 
Labour Party insisted on 
chauffeurs receiving a 8 
hour paid daily wage. The 
State Government was 
unable to enact specific 
motor car legislation until 
1909. 
The second Dunlop rally 
eventually got under way 
with twenty eight cars and 
ten motor cyclists started. 

(the motor cyclist event was a separate event). 
Harley Tarrant drove his own, just finished, two 



cylinder Tarrant. Of the 28 car starters only 19 
reached Sydney due to a multitude of reasons. 
One unexpected hazard was tyre failures caused 
by sharp ant’ nailed horse shoes invisible in the 
mud and dust of the unmade roads. Despite 
the hazards, seven had equal points. An 
elimination run off was held without result and 
six of the seven were then instructed to return to 
Melbourne to determine the events winner. First 
to Melbourne was G.Hobbs (Mercedes) with no 
loss of points for the 2042 Km event. Compared 
with Sydney Day’s 2 points lost in his De Dion 
and Harley Tarrant 3 points lost in his own 
designed and built 2 cylinder Tarrant. How the 
points system worked is not recorded. Sydney 
Day (He was another ex champion cyclist) 
had experienced delays due to broken springs 
and steering difficulties problems with his De 
Dion Quad. When queried about the events, 
extremely high cost, Harry told his bosses it 
would be OK when there were to be thousands 
of cars on the road. Apparently Harry was right 
and the Dunlop organization years later had 
2500 employees. Membership of the ACV had 
reached about 200 by early 1906 and had about 
$A381.13 in the bank, when Mr. H.(Harry)B. 
James was elected onto the club’s committee. 
A complete revision of the club’s rules over 4 
months resulted in a number of members losing 
interest, especially when events almost stopped. 
The first for 1906 was a gymkhana at Aspendale 
on July 28” followed by another hill climb at 
Heidelberg, organized by Harry and 
committee members Rand & Proctor, 
on September 15”. The event was rated 
a “Highly Successful” The only other 
1906 even was a fuel consumption trial 
at Woodend. The club membership 
increased by 6 but finances fell to 
$A207.90 despite the daily increase in 
the motor vehicle population. During 
1906, Thomas Bent, Victoria’s State 
Premier provided the Victorian Police 
with their first motor vehicle “for pursuit 
purposes” (brand/type not known)., To 
be continued 

Big wins for men’s health in the bush - 
thank you VHRR!
Twenty Male Bag Foundation (MBF) Postie Bikes 
‘screaming’ down the track at the 2020 Phillip 
Island Classic Festival of Motorsport last March 
was certainly a sight to behold. Thank you to the 
VHRR for having us as the event Charity.
Like the VHRR, the Foundation is volunteer-

driven. Under 
David Parkin’s 
patronage, it set 
out to reduce 
the impact of 
prostate cancer 
in the bush and 
has morphed 
into the largest 
facilitator of 
advanced 
biopsy machines 
in regional 
Australia. The 
machines enable 

precision diagnosis and local treatment - a 
game changer in boosting prostate cancer 
survivorship.
500+ men per month use equipment facilitated 
by the MBF and demand for advanced biopsy 
machines in the bush continues to grow.
The funds raised at the Festival went to 
commissioning biopsy machines at Barwon 
Health Geelong, and at the Limestone Coast 
and Riverland-Mallee-Coorong Health Districts 
- the first such machines for regional SA. The 
VHRR support for these projects has been 
conveyed in MBF updates and on www.
themalebagfoundation.org.au.
The VHRR has certainly made Postie Bikes a 
winner for men’s health in the bush.
Thank you from ‘Parko’ and the team.

Above: Cooldrive’s new truck Right: article in the 
Adelaide Advertiser.

Preview - The Step Up To Racing
Ever since I can remember, the dream has 
always been to become a racing driver.
Over the past couple of years, with thanks to the 
incredible generosity of Conor Ryan, we’ve been 



taking all the steps towards making that dream 
a reality.
2019 saw me make my debut behind the wheel, 
and whilst mainly only taking part in events that 
were held in the late stages of the year, we got 
so much track time, which we were sure would 
put me in good stead for 2020, and possibly, 
dependent on how much progress was being 
made, help me towards upgrading my Speed 
License, which of course allows the bearer 
to take part in Regularity, Sprint and Hillclimb 
events, up to the Provisional Circuit License later 
in the year, which would allow me to go racing.
The early stages of 2020, I gained so much of 
the ever so important confidence needed, with 
a great weekend out at Wakefield Park in the 
mighty Daveric Formula Vee, and then another 
positive weekend that followed at the Phillip 
Island Classic.
With the momentum we had gained in those 
first two events for the year, it was a real shame 
when the COVID-19 pandemic put a halt to our 
plans to further build that confidence.
After a break of well over 8 months, it was 
a welcomed announcement that racing 
enthusiasts would have the opportunity to get 
some track time under their belts before the year 
was out.
For us, that track time was the all Historic Test 
and Tune at Winton, and a Rob Roy Hillclimb!
Of course, when you’re out of a seat for the 

duration that we all were, there will always be 
doubts as to if the momentum that has been 
gained previously will still be there, waiting to be 
built on.
For me, it most certainly was.
Both events saw me take a major step in 
my endeavours towards becoming a racing 
driver, with not only a noticeable difference in 
my driving from inside the cockpit, but even a 
noticeable difference on the timing sheets too, 
which is something I’ve never really focussed 
on, but it was pleasing for myself, and made me 
even more excited for this year.
With a feeling that I’m ready to make the step up 
to racing, we come into 2021 with an aim to get 
my license, and go racing!
A few weeks time will see me conduct my OLT, 
and on the basis that hopefully everything goes 
well, I’ll be on the Formula Vee grid at this year’s 
running of the Phillip Island Classic.
I can’t begin to explain just how keen I am to get 
the year underway.
As always, a massive thank you must go to 
Conor Ryan for this mega opportunity, to say 
that you’re helping a kid with a big dream 
achieve it, is a pretty cool feat.
Hope everyone’s continuing to stay safe and 
well, looking forward to seeing many of you 
trackside at the Phillip Island Classic in a 
month’s time!
Josh Lowing



Unseen 1960s Warwick Farm Motor 
Racing - volume 1
 (9) Unseen 1960s Warwick Farm Motor Racing - 
volume 1 - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rg8sQM
5qJOM&fbclid=IwAR0lLUi6yb-Vqu6yqj-m4V-
YEWVx23YCMGFtjnye-tj9x2uH4vZQbZjVKAs 

Thanks to Stu Anderson for this tip

Classifieds

1955 Ausca TR Sports Car
Constructed in 1955 with a Paul England 
created, Maserati styled body, this Ausca was 
built on a Triumph TR3 chassis and engine. This 
well-known historic racing car was previously 
owned and campaigned by founding VHRR 
members including;
John Lawton, Murray Richards, Roger James, 
Peter Cowen and John Caffin.  

This versatile car has been very well maintained 
and can be re-registered on CH Plates (as John 
Caffin had) or be used as a fun and competitive 

historic racing car in Group Lb. 
The car comes with it’s CAMS logbook and 
CoD. A wonderfully attractive sports cars that is 
ready to enjoy.
Robbie Richards 0419 393 932
$58,000
For Sale Lotus Twin Cam cylinder 
head, prepared by John McCoy of Omnitech 
Engineering. $3800 
Richard Mann Ph : 0419 565 959 Melbourne
Brabham BT29 - 44 (1970)
Group O and Q logbook. Regular competitor 
past 20 years in Australia. Ex USA SCCA early 
70’s. Fresh Larner engine and overall decent 
condition but needing some attention before 
taking to the track. Happy to negotiate a fair 

price to see it continue to compete. Robert 
McConville 0407 799 645
For Sale Lotus Twin Cam cylinder 
head, prepared by John McCoy of Omnitech 
Engineering. $3800 

Richard Mann Ph : 0419 565 959 
Melbourne

Quick fuel E85 Race Carburettor 
as new, cost aprox $1600.00 will sell for 
$800.00.ph 0418 313 482

 





We ran Round 1 of the Victorian Hillclimb 
Championship on the 17th Jan under COVID 
restrictions with no spectators or on-site 
catering. Great day,four runs for competitors. 
Mike Barker just got pipped at the post for FTD 
by a guy from Sth Aust.  VHRR has their Rob 

Roy event coming up on May 2 which is also 
Round 1 of the Triple Cup Challenge. It might be 
a bit far out but Mike might like to promote it.
Regards
Wayne (Rushton)


