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IMPORTANT NOTICES
Report from the Secretary
The General Committee made the following
appointments, for the coming year, at the last
meeting:
Cheryl Reid: Library Officer
Peter Angus and Richard Williams: Property
Officers
Our thanks to Cheryl, Peter and Richard for all
their hard work. It is appreciated.
Calendar
Committee meetings:
The dates for the committee meetings (usually
third Monday) for the rest of the year are April
11 (changed due to Easter), May 16, June 20,
July 18, August 15,September 19, October 17,
November 21, Tuesday December 14.
General Meetings:
The dates for the General meetings (usually
fourth Tuesday) are April 26, June 28, August 23,
October 25.
We look forward to getting back to meeting face
to face; keep an eye open for the guest speaker
at our April 26 meeting.

over the bridge onto the Island. Hoping that
we haven’t forgotten something, and that the
article on the trailer, behaves itself. We spend the
weekend driving, drooling over other machines,
socialising with friends, talking about head
gaskets, gear ratios and oil leaks. And at the
end of the weekend we load up our cars, pack
away the tools and chairs and head home, either
happy or unhappy with how the car on the trailer
went, but almost always happy having spent the
weekend enjoying what we love to do.
However, for a small group of individuals, the
event is much, much larger than this. For these
people are the reason the event exists at all, that
we get to arrive and drive at arguably the best
Historic Race Meeting anywhere in the world
and simply pack up and drive away afterwards.
The Phillip Island Classic, for the people I refer
to, begins in late March every year - yes, you
read that correctly! In the weeks following the
running of the last Phillip Island Classic, a small
working group from the VHRR meet to discuss
the ‘wash up’ from the meeting, what worked,
what didn’t work, what needs to be changed and
what should stay the same.

Club Permit Scheme
A reminder that Chris Nelson is our CPS Officer
and his contact details are: Ph: 0439 955 562,
Email: club.plates@vhrr.com Business address:
2/1 Rushdale Street, Knoxfield 3180.
He will be available during business hours only.
Remember, it is important you keep abreast
of when your registration is due and contact
VicRoads if your paper work does not come
through. You must let Chis know when you make
a change such as selling a car.
Cheers Leanne Newson
Phillip Island Classic Volunteers
Another year and yet another successful Phillip
Island Classic has been run and won. No
doubt there will be many recounts of the event,
however, I thought it prudent to put together a
few words to shed some light on the behind the
scenes action that makes this, the biggest and
most successful Historic Motorsport Event in the
Southern Hemisphere, possible.
For most of us, the event begins on a
wednesday or thursday every year in early
March. Where we back the tow car onto the
trailer, and cart our long prepared pride and
joy down the South Gippsland HIghway and

To provide some background, these people,
and all those who assist in making this meeting
run and run so well, are all volunteers. Many of
whom work, have families, kids, grandkids and
other commitments outside Car Racing. Yet,
during the year, every year, they are meeting,
planning, drafting, making hundreds of phone
calls, organising everything from merchandise
and regalia, to circuit hire, facilities, trade sites,
overseas involvement, event sponsorship
negotiations, officials, drafting and compiling
event posters and an entire printed programme,
race schedules, race grids, entry management,
finances, budgets and the endless mounds
of paperwork and red tape that cannot be

overlooked. Quite incredible when you think that
the majority of these hard workers don’t even
have the time to actually compete at the event
itself.
For these few, the event itself usually begins
on the Monday before the meeting. Whilst the
rest of us are finishing getting the car ready,
or packing up the trailer and tow car, a small
group meets at the VHRR clubrooms and loads
several tonnes of merchandise and equipment,
by hand into a truck, ready to be transported
to the circuit. On wednesday morning prior to
the event, the small army of volunteers many
of whom have spent the last twelve months
organising every detail of this event, gather
at the circuit at daybreak, and spend the day
unloading equipment, building the regalia
shop, setting up merchandise, setting up the
administrative garage, marking out garages and
pit areas, organising thoroughfares, carparks,
displays and everything else that makes this
event work. The amount of work required is
eye watering, and to be completed by a group
of less than 20 volunteers, many of whom are
more ‘experienced’ in years is nothing short of
incredible.
During the weekend, whilst we are having a ball
racing, playing cars and telling lies, the work
for the volunteers doesn’t stop, it amplifies,
dealing with our problems/questions about time
keeping, grid positions, sign in and scrutineering
queries, where do we get this? Where do we go
for that? -All whilst sorting out prize and trophy
allocation, administrative glitches and running a
merchandise shop.
At the end of the weekend, as we roll the car
back onto the trailer, pack up and head off
back over the bridge, the volunteers stay,
deconstructing, packing and loading up the
entire ensemble, all against the clock to beat
circuit closing time. All ready for unloading on
the following Monday at VHRR HQ. Then, the
volunteers need to get their notes ready for the
follow up meeting in a couple of weeks time,
and it all begins again!
So when we (competitors) have a question,
head up to garage 1 for our showbag or to the
muster shed to sign on or to timing to sort out a
car number issue, or whatever it may be, when
you talk to a volunteer, give them a smile, say
g’day and give them the time of day, as they
give you their whole year! Grant Kelly.

Race weekends can be an up and down
affair. One weekend, you could be fighting for
results up the front, the next, fighting for minor
placings in the mid pack of the field. The good
ones can be separated from the bad by whether
you make the most of the weekend you are
presented with, or you don’t. The main take
away for me from this year’s edition of the Phillip
Island Classic was that a solid weekend doesn’t
necessarily mean walking away with trophies.
From a general perspective, a great weekend
as always run by the VHRR, sun shining all
weekend long with hard, close racing through
all the categories, the meeting itself was perfect.
For me, it was a solid run, although we weren’t
running in the podium places that we had been

used to the past couple of meetings, but the
results were irrelevant considering how much I
learnt over the course of the weekend.
Racing Vees around the Island really is an art
form, with very few braking zones for our cars,
it’s vital to maximize the run into, through and
out of those key areas to get the most out of
a lap. Over the 5 races we were treated to, I
felt like I made huge progress, coming away
in the faster group of cars based on one lap
pace, which comparing to last year where it was
really a matter of learning the ropes, was pretty
pleasing.
The race craft came a long way, too. I learnt
so much, continued to develop the skill of
constructing an effective passing maneuver,
getting each and every last benefit of the
slipstream with a few failed attempts along
the way, as well as simply running in a pack
of cars, wheel to wheel, which for me was the
highlight of the weekend. Last year, it was very
much a case of chasing the pack, but this year
it was fantastic to be right in the midst of it
all weekend, racing within centimetres of one

another, which resulted in a four wide finish
across the line in the final race of the meeting for
our class, with all of us separated by less than
a tenth of a second. That moment in itself was
such a perfect summary of how good the racing
was all weekend long, and to finish the weekend
on that note was the cherry on the cake.

would be greeted by Judith, clipboard already
in hand, and in her ladylike way the situation
would be resolved. Only then it was OK to enter
the scrutiny area. When the day’s activities
were over Judith would head for home, usually
without Peter but with the documentation for
accurate resorting.

The steepest learning curve for me though,
and certainly the one that will remain etched in
my mind, is the fact that results don’t mean a
successful weekend. There are so many other
learning aspects to a race weekend that, to me
at least, are worth more than taking home a
trophy.

Shortly before its demise the LCCA
acknowledged Judith’s efforts. Judith’s rare
award reads:
This Certificate of Merit
Has been awarded to
Judith D’Abbs
In recognition of
Outstanding Contribution
to
Light Car Club of Australia

As always, I continue to learn and grow as a
driver, I can’t wait to continue to build on what
has been learnt so far at Winton in a few months’
time. Another huge thank you to the VHRR and
all of the officials for another terrific weekend
of racing, without the hard work and countless
hours behind the scenes such meetings would
not be possible!
Josh Lowing
Vale - Judith D’Abbs
Judith was a motorsport enthusiast during the
1950’s. We met on March 9th 1960. Judith was
co-driver/entrant in the 5th Mobilgas Economy
Run from Canberra to Hobart. We were on the
Princess of Tasmania ferry. It was so rough that
several participants abandoned their unpleasant
inside accommodation and sought shelter near
the ship’s stern. It was too rough to use the
ship’s stabilisers. At times during the following
60 years we recalled how we met that night.
Judith’s vehicles always had “H” on the gear
levers, and she used them appropriately. She
managed to purchase possibly the last Mini
Cooper to be produced in Australia, so late in
production it had the wrong doors. Didn’t matter,
its maintenance was handled by Ric Scott’s
Scottune. And she DROVE it accordingly, string
backed driving gloves included.
Peter D’Abbs was one of motorsports preferred
photographers and when at events Judith
was usually metres behind with alternate
cameras and umbrella. That didn’t happen at
Sandown. After the LCCA became involved
Judith’s accountancy background and detailed
accuracy led to her becoming the clubs
virtual event secretary. If an entrant arrived at
scrutineering who had not paid his entry fees or
his documents were not absolutely correct they

Judith continued with that activity after Jon
Davison took over Sandown’s events and on
her retirement she received a suitably inscribed,
plinth mounted scale model Mini Cooper.
There were many other retired petrol heads
living throughout the Mornington Peninsula
who for many years regularly met on the first
Friday of each month at a Mornington pub for
lunch. Judith was always there to reminisce
until the Boys in Blue decided that a 95 year
old lady shouldn’t be driving a quite noisy
6 speed manual “R” series V6 Volkswagen.
She conceded defeat and purchased a
little Automatic thing. PS -The VW’s current
enthusiast owner claims it’s quicker than a
Porsche 911. Throughout the 60 years there
were other MANUAL cars. Peters automatics
were rarely driven.
The hearse must have been a manual. We
haven’t heard otherwise. Lloyd Shaw
Press Release Rob Roy Revival
After careful consideration we have decided
to reschedule Rob Roy Revival from 19th-20th
November 2022 to 24th - 26th March 2023.
We have made this decision as we believe
that it is in the best interest of our competitors,
sponsors, organisers, spectators and the redevelopment of the Rob Roy Hillclimb facility.
We started planning the Revival at the end of
2020, not expecting Covid to cause lockdowns,
council delays etc. experienced in 2021. The
rescheduled event will now also celebrate the
100th Anniversary of MG.
We will keep you updated as we move forward
with this existing event.
Rod Cooper MG Car Club Victoria.

The VHRR Historic Rob Roy is going
ahead on the first of May.
Rob Roy redevelopment works are around 6
weeks away but this event is going ahead and is
on the Motorsport Australia’s Event Entry System
- open for entries now. It is also on the MGCC
Rob Roy web page.
The event will be open to spectators and
catering will be available.
Mark this date in your calendar and come along
to support it as a competitor or spectator - as
redevelopment work is close to starting, this
could be your last chance to run on the existing
track.Mike Barker - mbar6415@bigpond.net.au
Something the VHRR Wednesday Lunch
Group have been doing for a while now , and
that is recognizing those members that reach
the milestone of 80 years of age. A special
OBE medallion is presented at the Wednesday
Lunches. Recent recipients have been Bob
Morrow, John Rowe, David Fogg and Jim
McLauchlan with more to come. Cheers Simmo.

CLASSIFIEDS
I am aware of the club through my brother
Michael Barker (ex W.H. Lowe, Ferrari/Lancia
and MV Agusta concessionaires) and for over 40
years at Hamilton Porsche/Porsche Australia.
Mike (and I) attended so many events over the
years and his encyclopaedic knowledge of the
historic cars was truly extraordinary.
Mike sadly passed away mid-June last year
following years of care after a severe fall.
He left behind a vast collection of (mainly limited
edition/signed/autographed) motoring books/
artworks/posters and memorabilia that I held at
my place for more than six years, not knowing
what to do with it all.
By chance I learned of Donnington Auctions
after the funeral through one of Mike’s
customers - who was emphatic that it was the
‘collection to end collections’ and encouraged
me to make contact with them.
I’m glad I did because my goal was to get his
collection into the hands of those who would
truly want and enjoy the items rather than them
just sitting in boxes.
And so I thought it would be a good idea if
you were to notify all members who might be
interested in rare and unique items from the
motoring past through the auction now on with
Donningtons.
https://online.doningtonauctions.com.au/
m/?page=1&status=2
I hope this is of real interest to the members and
enthusiasts who knew Mike.
David Barker: david1026@bigpond.com
0408 323 440
•
•
•
•
•
•

Top: John Rowe, Bob Morrow
Lower: Jim McLauchlan

•
•
•
•

One Ford 1500 twin Weber race
manifold $100 ono
One 1600 twin Weber manifold $100 ono
One single side draft Weber manifold to
suit 1600 Ford X flow $100 ono
Ford 1500/1600 Lynx alloy rocker cover
$100 ono
One 45 DCOE 13 Weber $300 ono
A Pair of 42DCOE 8 Webers (rare ) $700
ono
4 x 50mm Trumpets to suit 45 Weber $100
4 x 75mm Trumpets suit 42 DCOE $ 100
2 x 50mm trumpets Slight o/set to suit
45DCOE $50
A selection of about 200 jets to suit.
Contact for details.

I have also available a corner weight
system available for sale.
Manual corner weight system. Suit open wheeler
or sports car. Four balance bars and scales,
very simple to use and is a copy of an American
system. Contact owner for photos/info.
Mike Devine 0407 946 699
mg.devine@yahoo.com
The Richard Blanden Collection,
including the Late John Blanden Collection:

rare and this is a good opportunity. Much work
has been done, and it is a disappointment to
not be able to complete it. Asking price $25,000
Car can be inspected by appointment telephone
David on 0411 751 811
Robbins special for sale.
Ex John Coffin car c/w enclosed trailer,
Complete history, CAMS logbook, also Racing
suit, Helmet, Gloves etc. $25,000.00 - all offers
considered.

https://online.doningtonauctions.com.au/m/
view-auctions/catalog/id/87
For Sale 1969 MGB Overdrive
Without a RWC. An MG enthusiast valued the
car at between $20-25,000. Jenny’s husband
Russell recently passed away and the MG was

janinec23@gmail.com
Also partly restored 1926 14/40 Vauxhall 4 door
$15.000.00 ono

his labour-of-love. She would now like to sell
the car but preferably to someone who is an
enthusiast. Jenny ~ 0439 614 009
Sigma Lens: 150 – 600mm, with a Nikon
mount. It is the high speed ‘S’ for Sport option. 4
years old and in perfect condition $1800.00
Peter Booth (Printer for the VHRR Race
Programmes) 0413 740 699
1951 2.5 Litre Lea Francis roadster
The car is available as a driving chassis, with
the body partly assembled to the chassis. The
engine has recently dismantled for inspection,
found to be in good condition, and reassembled. Engine runs very nicely. Brakes have
been re-conditioned. The chassis & suspension
are in good order. The rear axle has not been
disassembled but appears to be sound. The
body has been partly assembled to the chassis
and prepared for painting to the undercoat
stage. Front guards need to be fitted and lined
up. Some re-wiring has been done. Non original
bucket seats have been fitted. The original dashboard and instruments are fitted. In general,
excepting the seats, the car is complete and
original. Age and mediocre health have beaten
the completion of the car. These cars are very

For Sale 1960 Cooper Climax F1 2.5
Lowline T53 Colotti 5spd 58mm Weber’s
Restored by Ray Gibbs and re-commissioned
by Keith Sparkes has f/glass nose cone and
engine cover FIA removable roll bar by Borland
Racing $140k. Barrie Read Park Orchards
0400 054 358 readworks@bigpond.com
1971 Corvette Stingray LS6 (big block
with alloy heads) - Group Sc Very fast and well
developed car. Numerous lap records and
race wins. Plenty of spares available. Price is
negotiable at sensible levels.
Call or email for details.
Paul M: 0418319908 E: paul@profloor.com.au
For Sale John Medley 0401 739 594 $30000
K logbook Great Fun....

I have been given the job to
sell a Mini for an unwell friend here
in Healesville.
The Mini in question is a 1978
Mini Clubman fitted with an early
Mini round nose, quite a few
Clubman’s ended up with this
modification. The car has had
many modifications done to the
suspension( Spax adjustable
shocks) and Metro ventilated front
disc brakes and Minifin rear drums
(new), it is fitted with a 998 cc
motor with some mods, although it
won’t blow your hat off, it all looks
very racy under the bonnet. The
13x6 alloy wheels are fitted with
as new Nangkang tyres, a Momo
Leather steering wheel is fitted, the
interior has been fully retrimmed
in a nice velour with the Clubman
instrumentation retained. There is
a long list of things done to the car,
so I could give more info over the
phone. It is currently on Vic Club
plates.
Asking price starts at $23.500.00
Contact Ron Simmonds on
0427 031 737 or 5962 2331.
Cheers Simmo.

