
PO Box  3485 MELBOURNE VIC 3001 Website: www.vhrr.com Reg. No. 57/001

NEWSLETTER – September  2006 
We meet Bi-Monthly  8 PM at the VHRR Clubrooms 30-32  Lexton Rd Box Hill.
Wednesday Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays. 

COMING EVENTS

3rd   October     Meridan Motorsort Visit/BBQ
*15th October      Morwell Hillclimb 
                                                           Entries Attached 
October 22nd    Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb 
                                                          Roger Boehme 0409-434-905 
24th  October                VHRR General Meeting & Auction
*November 10th-12th       Sandown Historic  

         Sandra 9744-1807 
November 26th                Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb 
                                                           David White 9850-4795
December 1st-3rd        HSRCA Eastern Creek Tasman 
                                                            Contact HSRCA Direct  
December 16th  VHRR Xmas & Awards Night
                                                            Llyod 0415-351-164 
*CCE =  Club Championship Event 

CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30-2.00 Club Nights 6.30-7.30
     Club Permit Scheme(RED PLATES) Lloyd Shaw. …..0415.351.164 
                                                                        P .O. 828 Glen Waverley 3150 

ALL THE ABOVE CLUB ACTIVITIES INCLUDING THE 
WEDNESDAY LUNCH ARE DESIGNATED RED PLATE ACTIVITIES.
 

                                                   
 
VHRR gratefully acknowledge the continuing support of our major sponsors.

NEWSLETTER - December 2022

ABN 97 521 303 894                           Incorporated in Victoria                        Association Number A 0007117 C

Foundation Patron: Sir Jack Brabham AO OBE World Champion 1959, 1960 & 1966
PO Box 3485 MELBOURNE VIC 3001      Website: www.vhrr.com      Reg. No. 57/001

COMING EVENTS

December 10th Annual Dinner & Awards Night - Manningham 0458 882 304
2023
March 9-12th Phillip Island Classic    0458 882 304

Committee Meetings 2022
January 18th April 11th July 18th October 17th
February 15th May 16th August 15th November 21st
March tbc  June 20th September 19th December 13th 

Wednesday Members Lunch - every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club Nights 6.30 - 7.30

Club Permit Scheme  Chris Nelson ...................................................................0439 955 562
(Red Plate)  2/1 Rushdale Street, Knoxfield 3180 BH only please.
  *CCE =  Club Championship Event

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the VHRR Inc. or its Committee and/or its Newsletter Editor.  Whilst all care has been taken, neither 
the club or its officers accept responsibility for the accuracy of information printed and the quality of 
any items or services advertised or mentioned in this publication.  Incorporated association Number 
A 0007117C. The Editor reserves the right to edit contributions submitted for publication.

The VHRR gratefully acknowledges the support of our major sponsors



IMPORTANT NOTICES

Phillip Island Classic Date confirmed:

The date of the Phillip Island Classic next year  
has been confirmed as March 9-12 2023. Book 
your accommodation now!

VHRR Calendar 2023

The meetings of the General Committee meeting 
will be held on January 16, February 20, March 
20, April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17, August 
21, September 18, October 16, November 20 
and December 12.

Member General meetings will be held on 
February 28, May 1, June 27, August 22 and 
October 24 which will be the AGM.

Dates of the race meetings are:
Phillip Island Classic March 9-12
Winton Festival of Speed August 5-6
Historic Sandown November 4-5
VHRR Rob Roy tbc

These events will count towards the Club 
Championship.
Cheers
Leanne Newson
Secretary

Our Club

So you race an open wheeler mid engine,or 
a front engine open wheeler, a sports car, or 
maybe a saloon car, you do regularity, or hill 
climbs. Great, you are an active member of our 
club VHRR. Now what? I am a member of a 
one make car club which runs a race meeting 
at Winton in May. This club has a social side  
running various social activities this gives that 
club a soul.

I am also a member of a multi make car club 
with an active social group who run Breakfast 
runs Picnics. etc. We don’t attend all their 
functions because we have family and other 
interests.

VHRR has about 500 members, where are 
you when one of the few social events are 
organised? Why do the SOS (same old six) need 
to contact you and ask you to participate? Could 
you form an active social committee to give our 
club a soul? Maybe you think the club has clicky 
groups. I would be surprised if any club did not 
have clicky groups in it, but after all, any club as 
a whole has members with a common interest.

Our club’s interest is motor sport and cars.  
Don’t give a meek knock on the door to join in 
with any group, kick the bloody door down and 
join in!

Respond to activities if you can attend, it helps 
organizers get on with running the event.

Have I made a prick of myself 
again, or will you act? Your choice!                                                      
Regards, Hugh Jarse

I have something that may be of interest to 
some member (However it is not Historic Racing 
related, so if you don’t feel it is appropriate to 
include, I understand). I am volunteering as a 
commentator for the Saturday & Sunday events, 
but will be there for all 4 days.

The “Formula SAE Australasian Championship” 
is on at Winton Raceway from Thursday 8th 
December to Sunday 11th December

For those who have never been to a Formula 
SAE event it is a great motivational experience. 
Several Hundred, Bright, Energetic, Focused 
young people studying a wide array of subjects 
at University all competing and learning as they 
do it gives one great hope for the future.

It may make a nice day / weekend trip for some 
to drop into Winton on Saturday and or Sunday 
and observer some of the action, and talk 
with some of the students involved. However 
spectators are welcome on Thursday and Friday 
as well

It is a true international event with several 
overseas Universities being involved.

See the event schedule below for more details

https://www.saea.com.au/2022-event-schedule

Cheers, Phil Memery

Patterson Midget

Dinny Patterson was a well known Sydney 
Sportsman in the early 1930s. Among many 
other sporting activities he raced in a team’s 
event with his 1932 Wolseley Hornet Special at 
Maroubra Speedway. Patterson raced at least 
four midget speedcars in the 1930s. Dinny was 
Australian Speedcar champion in 1939. Dinny 
Patterson was killed in a midget accident in 1947 
in the US.
This midget is a 1932 Wolseley Hornet Special 
shortened/narrowed and lowered to midget 
speedcar specifications; it was found derelict on 
a property formally owned by WG Patterson.
Similar to some other early midgets right up to 
the mid 1950s it still has four wheel brakes and 
a four speed gearbox. The Wolseley engine is 
single overhead cam 1300cc, twin carburettors 
and six cylinders.
The car is typical of the very early Australian 



midgets that used a small car radiator at the 
front before the era of aluminium cowls. This 
Wolseley midget looks period correct to me, the 
sort of car that raced at Penrith. 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2SFOEIBZWUI 
Wolseley components are available through the 
Hornet Special Club. 
I have raced the Roadmaster for decades now 
and would like to see some more of these early 
midgets showing what the cars were like before 
“the chrome” set in. 
Rob Rowe
02 4948 1771
roweauto@ozemail.com.au

A great day at Penrite Lane 88 for a 
catered lunch. 
A big thank you to Gordon Hellsten and John 
Rowe for your help in organizing the day. 

The day was made more interesting having 
Margaret Dymond ,Ken Bedggood and Jarrod 
Hardy from Penrite attend, along with Jordon 
Bagnoux from Cooldrive. 

Other guests were VHRR President Ian Tate, 
Cheryl Reid, and Ian McLennan. Ian Tate 
presented the Wednesday Group with a box of 
wine to share over a future lunch for their help in 
the big move from Box Hill to Blackburn.

Thanks to our roving photographer Chris Carter 
for sneaking up on the unsuspecting members.. 

The next Wednesday lunches will be at Penrite 
on the 23th and 30th November, and then it’s 
to be at the new clubrooms at Alfred Street in 
Blackburn on the 7th and 14th of December. 

January the 4th looks to be the first Wednesday 
lunch for 2023, probably at Blackburn?

Cheers Simmo. Pics Courtesy Chris Carter



Historic Sandown 2022 

As many would be aware, short summaries of 
things aren’t my forte, but I think this time I’ll 
need to make an exception. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that this year’s Historic Sandown 
was the best event I’ve ever competed in. 
Don’t get me wrong, the standard of Historic 
race meetings run by the VHRR is always 
incredibly high, but this, this was just next 
level. The smoothness of the event, the quality 
of it, the variety of entries, and of course the 
racing was a credit to the hard work put in by 
the hard working committee behind our great 
club. Without the hours of planning, chasing up 
entries, as well as organizing sponsors, prizes, 
and so much more, all of the events we look 
forward to year on year would in no way be 
possible. So, to start, I must thank each and 
every one of the hard working members behind 
the scenes at the club we’re so lucky to be a 
part of, you are the reason we are able to go out 
on track.  

Whilst on the topic of being on track, I don’t 
think the weekend aboard the mighty Vee 
could’ve been much better. After convincing 
my Year 11 teachers that yes, if I do make it to 
Formula 1, I’ll give them all the credit for letting 
me off every Friday of a race weekend, we woke 
in the early hours of Friday and made the rather 
uneventful, yet extremely lengthy 25 minute 
drive to Springvale, turning left into some sort 
of horse racing complex called Sandown Park, 
which apparently doubles as a racetrack on the 
occasional weekend. Conveniently, we had a 
race car hooked onto the back of Dad’s face 
bending Mitsubishi Outlander, so we decided 
to give it a bash. Our Friday went swimmingly, 
a couple of red flags meant the only proper 
gauge of pace was in the late afternoon, where, 
despite everything becoming a lot more damp, 
muddy, and uncomfortable after a grass mowing 
excursion at the last corner, we locked up the 
trailer happy with a productive day.  

After Friday saw a thorough dusting of the 
cobwebs that grew since August at Winton, 
Saturday was down to business. Qualifying took 
place at the leisurely time of near 1pm, and the 
goal was, as always, simple; get a bit of clear 
track, where possible, and give it everything. 
After spending Friday reacquainting myself 
with the track, I was able to essentially spend a 
couple of laps warming up both myself and the 
car, and then go for it. The racing gods were in 
our favour, giving me a lot of free track, taking 



away the one, very popular, go-to ‘racing driver 
excuse’. Going ten-tenths in Qualifying is one of 
those moments where you feel at one with the 
car, on the absolute limit everywhere, knowing 
that if you go over it, you’ll be as sandy as David 
Hasselhoff. Those few laps in relatively low traffic 
conditions meant that I jumped out of the car 
after our 15 minute session had elapsed, ran 
over to check Natsoft to see a number 1 next 
to the Daveric Formula Vee, out of the 10 or so 
others that contributed to a solid entry list for 
us Vees, as usually Sandown sees 4 entered if 
we’re lucky. The gap was around a second to 
the next in the queue, but as I’ve been quick to 
learn in this class, where you start barely ever 
dictates where you finish!  

Knowing I’d need to work hard if I wanted to 
convert that pole into a result, Saturday’s race 
brought more excitement than ever. After pulling 
the belts tight one more time before lights out, 
the yellow, red, and blue rocket hooked up off 
the line, and what followed was hands down the 
best race I’ve ever been a part of. A constant 
slipstream, divebomb and opportunist rewarding 
battle with Historic Racing History teacher 
Ross McLaughlan, pre-race sleeper (and 
brother of Ross) Dean McLaughlan, Formula 
Vee extraordinaire Don Grieveson, as well as 
the Sala boys joining the party, too, it was all 
the more incredible when the chequered flag 
dropped, revealing yours truly as the winner 
from Ross, a mere 0.07s behind, or shall I say 
alongside! The cool down lap was pretty surreal, 
cementing the sheer respect we all have for 
each other in being able to race centimetres 
apart from one another. Race 1 on Saturday 
felt great, of course, walking away knowing that 
the ever difficult conversion had been pulled 
off (just), but it felt more like a win for our great 
category, due to the amount of feedback we 
collectively had on what was dubbed by a few 

as ‘the best race I’ve seen in a long time’, which 
is the best type of win possible.  

Sunday rolled around and the day’s first race 
was very much a repeat of Race 1 the evening 
prior, with yet another compilation of huge 
battles, however honors were, this time to be 
walked away with by Mr. Grieveson, who’s smile 
after pulling off the helmet following the race was 
something I can safely say we all got a huge 
kick out of, as it defines what racing should be!  

The weekend’s final race was one of those ones 
I’d dreamt of since I can remember. Everything 
pieced together, the start was great, the battles 
were great, but on about the third lap, I started 
to build a gap to second place, which in Vees is 
that of a rare occurrence. Looking in the mirror, 
I knew I needed to string together a series of 
Qualifying laps, to build on that gap and ensure 
I was doing everything I could to greet that 
checkered flag first. Each lap, the rhythm got 
smoother and smoother, and the flag became 
closer and closer. Despite a driver error by me 
and a fairly anxious last couple of corners stuck 
behind traffic, the number 9 Formula Vee, with 
yours truly at the helm, took the flag to feel 
an outpouring of emotion built up over such 
a special weekend, where results were truly 
worked hard for, making it all the more pleasing. 

As always, a special thank you to Speedway 
Enthusiast Conor Ryan for the continuation 
of such an amazing opportunity, I’m forever 
grateful for the generosity that’s been directed 
my way, just a young kid with a big dream! 

Driving out of the gates on Sunday night, there 
was one clear winner… the meeting. To the 
officials, committee, entrants, competitors, and 
supporter; thank you. Historic Sandown 2022 
was one, I’m sure I can say for many, is one that 
will stay with me for a long time. 

Josh Lowing



Sandown - Courtesy Ian Smith

K11’s recent acquisition - A great 
enthusiast

Classifieds

I’m looking for at least 3 x MGA twin Cam 
15” wheels if anyone has any they could sell? 
Thanks, Matt Scott 0413 749 004

Holden Grey Motor race sump.

Original sump highly modified, baffling, swing 
plates, deeper, much bigger capacity. Won’t win 
a concourse, but has won dozens of races! Get 
in touch for photos. $150 Nick McDonald 0414 
569 506

Holden Grey Motor 257B camshaft, suit racing 
applications. Ground by Clive Cams, used but 
in very serviceable condition, little wear. Can 
supply complete specs and photos.  $250 Nick 
McDonald 0414 569 506

I am reluctantly selling my 2011 BMW 
1M, the best all round road car I have ever 
owned. It is for sale through VHRR good guys 
the Sabines at Brooklands. These were a 
limited edition factory hot rod, and essentially 
comprised M3 running gear in a modified 1 
series body. 6 speed manual gearbox and twin 
turbo inline 3 litre 6 cylinder engine. 335bhp.
Highly desirable and only 300 in Australia of 
6000 worldwide. Meticulously cared for. Was first 
registered to BMW Australia. Often regarded 
as an even better driver’s car than its M2 
successor.

Contact Cameron or Paul Sabine at Brooklands 
Classic Cars for more details.

$79500 EGC Ross Jackson

On offer Ralt RT4
Approx 28 meeting old.Second last one built
Push rod model. Too many cars. Some have to 
go. Some spares. Motor fresh.
David Crabtree 0419 520 732

Tufflift 2-post base plate hoist
RL TLV4.0BP Power Unit
RL 4.0 Ton Base Plate Hoist 415v
Screw Pads & Dual Lock Release
RL Power Unit 415v
Purchased new and installed by Tufflift in 
November 2018.
Offered for sale due to interstate move.



Purchaser is to arrange dismantle and removal 
from site. Can assist with supply of contacts.
Asking $2,600.00
Location: Gisborne/Riddells Creek
Phone Charles Rogers 0407 246 533

For Sale 1960 Cooper Climax F1 2.5 
Lowline T53  Colotti 5spd  58mm Weber’s  
Restored by Ray Gibbs  and re-commissioned 
by Keith Sparkes  has f/glass nose cone and 
engine cover  FIA removable roll bar by Borland 
Racing  $130k. Barrie Read  Park Orchards  
0400 054 358  readworks@bigpond.com 

For Sale: Mildren Cooper Climax. 

Never previously offered for sale but after almost 
40 years of ownership, imminent retirement from 
racing forces it’s sale. Type 51 Cooper with 4 

wheel disc brakes, 4 coil suspension, two litre 
short stroke Mark 2 Climax FPF motor make this 
a very competitive package.

It holds Lb lap records at Winton, Eastern Creek, 

Wakefield Park, Amaroo, Oran Park plus Grafton 
and Mt Cotton  Hillclimbs with geriatric driver 
so there is plenty of potential there for a more 
enthusiastic operator.

Naturally it has a MSA Certificate of Description 
which certifies it’s provenance. At $150,000 it is 
far less than similar cars being offered overseas. 
Further details from Dick Willis, 0427 400158 or 
willisrg@smartchat.net.au.

Tilta Trailer Excellent condition, 2 tonne 
capacity, very easy loading/unloading/towing - 
has had little use $5,750  
Call Peter 0412 264 997

For Sale 1965 Elfin Catalina 

Chassis 626 1100cc Downdraught Howard 
Head 40DCM2 Webers
Group M John Medley 0401 739 594

Alvis Mercury V8 Special 

Originally 1928 Alvis Silver Eagle (or 14.75) 2.2 
litres 6 cylinders, Chassis Number 7222 Engine 
Number 7817 (engine now in UK, with Allan 
Griffin). 9 feet 4 1/2  inch wheelbase, with 4 seat 
touring body.Left Alvis factory 15th November 
1928, with two similar, all bound for Australia. 
Allegedly the first three Silver Eagles off the 
production line.

In 1929, twenty first birthday present for Jim 
Gosse, of Adelaide’s wealthy and well known 
family. Jim Gosse toured eastern Australia, to 
the snowfields, to Melbourne, to Canberra, and 
to Sydney even before the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge was completed (his photo album 
survives, in the hands of the Shearer family).



In 1936, chassis inverted, shortened (to 8 feet 6 
inches), and Frazer Nash style tubular front axle 
on semi elliptic springs added, by two brothers 
from Glenelg, surname Sauers (or Sawers). 
Hillman gearbox used behind Alvis engine 
until engine destroyed and car dismantled 
immediately post war. 

Owners: 
1929 Jim Gosse 
1936 Sauers(Sawers) brothers 
1945?-1965 Glen Jamieson, Roly Poland, Kevin 
Shearer; “boxes of rusty bits” 
1968 John Hebron 
1969 Bill Potts/Doug Potts: concern re poor 
engineering of front axle (replaced with proper 
chrome molybdenum by John Medley 2004) 
1970 Neville Webb (all above in South Australia) 
1977 Allan Griffin, Sydney 
1982 Robert Alcock: inserted Ford V8 engine, 
after Allan Griffin took the Alvis engine to UK 
1996 John Medley. Rebuild completed 1999, 
first race 2000 (ran again for the first time in 50+ 
years) 
Raced by John Medley and others 2000 - 2012 
at Eastern Creek, Catalina Park,Oran Park, 
Winton, Phillip Island, Cootamundra Sprint. 
$30,000. John Medley 0401 739 594 

Wanted - Hollinger VW gearbox

Looking for a 60/70’s VW Hollinger gearbox. 
There were a small number of Hollinger built 
VW transaxles in the 60’s that went into mostly 
Australian built specials, and I’m looking for one 
of these in any condition. Please contact Soren 
Luckins 0412 778 140 or soren@buronorth.com

For sale: Water pump drive pulleys 
for Ford Kent and Lotus Twin Cam engines. 
The crankshaft pulleys are 30 Tooth and CNC 
machined steel and plated for corrosion 
protection. The water pump pulleys are 44 Tooth 
and CNC machined from 7075 T6, with either 
a 5/8” or ½” bore. A lead in taper have been 
machined into the bore to allow for easy starting 
during the press fitment. Prices:- Water pump 
pulleys $90.00, crankshaft pulleys $175.00, 

180XL x ½” drive belts $13.00. Wayne Groeger 
0419 545 339

For sale: Triumph TR7 Crown Wheel & 
Pinion 3.9:1 Sensible Offers 
Lloyd Shaw 0415 351 164

VHRR Christmas Dinner Saturday 
10/12/2022 

Manningham Hotel, 1 Thompson Road, Bulleen.  

A delicious three course meal AND drinks 
for only $60 per head. PLUS we have one 
of Australia’s favourite tenors, Roy Best, to 
entertain us during the evening, Roy always 
makes it a night to remember.  Prizes and 
giveaways. Starts at 6.30pm so don’t miss the 
fun. 
Credit card payment forms are available on the 
VHRR Website - or book now by EFT - VHRR, 
A/C 049505384, BSB 083-451. Please include 
your name  and “Xmas dinner” on your funds 
transfer. 
Regardless of your method of payment could 
you let me know re all bookings so I can get you 
on your of the table of choice. 
Regards, Geoff Kelly 03 8774 4154 
the4kellys@dodo.com.au

Victorian Historic Racing Register
The Manningham 10th December 2022 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen

A delicious three course meal AND drinks for only $60 per head. PLUS we have one of 
Australia’s favourite tenors, Roy Best, to entertain us during the evening, 

Roy always makes it a night to remember.  Prizes and giveaways. 
Starts at 6.30pm so don’t miss the fun. 

$60.00 per head  6.30pm for Dinner at 7.00pm All welcome

Yes! Please book me ..... tickets at $60.00  Enquiries: Geoff Kelly 03 8774 4154
Please return this form to: Geoff Kelly 56 Churchill Park Dr Lysterfield South VIC 3156

or email to the4kellys@dodo.com.au
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Pics Courtesy Ian Smith & Chris Carter
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