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We meet Bi-Monthly - on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month 8pm

at the VHRR
Club at
rooms
30-32 Lexton
Rd Box Hill.
We meet Bi-Monthly
8 PM
the VHRR
Clubrooms
30-32 Lexton Rd Box Hill.
COMING EVENTS
Wednesday Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.

COMING EVENTS
February
20th
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March 3rd October
11th-13th
th 19th...
April
*15 28th-29th
October
May
August
6th-7th

October 22nd

RACV British and European Motoring Show...................0473 832 277
AGM.................................................................................0458 882 304
Phillip Island Classic........................................................0458
882 304
Meridan Motorsort Visit/BBQ
Ron’s Tour................................................. Ron Townley 0418 999 576
Morwell Hillclimb
Historic Winton................................................................0419 504 233
Entries Attached
Winton Festival of Speed.................................................0412
264 997

Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb
Roger Boehme 0409-434-905
24th October
VHRR General Meeting & Auction
Sandown Historic
*November 10th-12th
Sandra 9744-1807
th
November 26
Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb
David White 9850-4795
HSRCA Eastern Creek Tasman
December 1st-3rd
Contact HSRCA Direct
Wednesday
Members
except
Christmas
Holidays.
December
16thLunch - every Wednesday
VHRR
Xmas
& Awards
Night
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS
Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club Nights 6.30 - 7.30
Llyod 0415-351-164
*CCEScheme
= Club Championship
Event
Club Permit
Chris Nelson....................................................................0439
955 562
(Red Plate)		
2/1HOURS
Rushdale Street,
Knoxfield 318011.30-2.00
BH only please.Club Nights 6.30-7.3
CLUB LIBRARY
Wednesdays
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Club Permit Scheme(RED PLATES) Lloyd Shaw. …..0415.351.164
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The VHRR gratefully acknowledges the support of our major sponsors

IMPORTANT NOTICES
R.I.P. William John Blanchard.
This photo of John beside an early Land Rover
really requires a confirming date from diaries
he kept every day for about 80 years. John
had completed his mechanics apprenticeship
with his farther and moved into the automotive
industry and quickly discarded his overalls and
became involved in sales that included the use
of company cars. There were to be other and
differing company types that increased his sales
and marketing skills. Close examination of the

photo will reveal that it was the recovery vehicle
for an early rally. John’s love of rallies, regardless
of type, never ended. That Land Rover paid an
important part in Winton’s history. It did hold the
initial lap record. John had joined
Regent Motors and whilst on a
business trip in the Benalla area
caught up with people involved
with the future Winton Circuit. Just
what they wanted, a four wheel
drive with low ratio gearing. They
went out to the then cow paddock
where a length of RSJ or rail line
was attached and dragged, by the
Land Rover, precisely where John
was told, several times around
the paddock. He was then told
he had just marked out where
their new circuit was to be. A very
slow lap record? Another instance
involving a company car was
his drive across the Yarra river in
the Spencer Motors VW, virtually
unmodified except for the above

water exhaust, it even retained the hub caps.
Those diaries would reveal many stories &
John’s early motoring happenings, but one must
wonder if Grandpa ever worried about the use
of Cooldrive’s 160 company vehicles. Of course
the Cooldrive name on a blue Mustang is a
different matter. Lloyd Shaw
There are many tributes to ‘Grandpa’
on an excellent board on the net: https://
www.kudoboard.com/boards/ZCmdPgdj/
johnblanchardsnr but this one from an employee
tells a great story:
“I joined Cooldrive almost 11 years
ago. One of my first memories is of
John Senior telling me that we are
in this business to fund motorsport.
This demonstrated to me that Senior’s
personal success and the growth of
the Cooldrive Auto Parts business has
been built upon his passion and the
passion of the Blanchard family for
everything automotive.
I find it fitting that in his final days he
got to witness the hard work of three
generations of Blanchard’s doing
what they love racing a Cooldrive
Auto Parts car into the top 10 at the
Bathurst 1000.
Vale John Blanchard Senior.
My condolences to Shirley, John, Tim and the
extended Blanchard family at this time.”
From Matthew O’Shea

Finally we came to enjoy the 50th
Anniversary & Xmas celebrations
and what a great night we had, packed full of
interest with the some of the original members
telling stories, fascinating stuff. Then Roy
Best and his collegues and their marvelous
singing and a highlight of the night with Bryan
Thompson donating the proceeds of his
memorabilia sales to the VHRR - $35,000.00
WOW! Thanks Bryan, and thanks too to Ian Tate
and Geoff Kelly for all their hard work in making
the night possible.
Images courtesy Australian
Cinematography and there’s a link on
our vhrr.com website to all the photos of the
evening, along with a link to the video.

A Preview - 2022
After the rollercoaster that was 2021, with
countless false starts, postponements and
cancellations, I think it’s fair to say that many
of us are hoping for a much smoother year in
2022. Although this year, for me personally, was
the best year of motorsport I’ve had to date,
I’d love to see what we could’ve done given
the opportunity to keep momentum rolling,
rather than having much longer than expected
breaks between meetings. There’s the thing with
racing, or any sport for that matter, no matter
what, you’re always wanting more. Reflecting
back on this year though, I’m pleased with our
progress, seeing as at the start of the season
I’d never even started a competitive race, to go
from that to picking up our first pole, wins and
podiums all in the same year was huge. With
the experience I’ve gained this season, learning
from both the highs and lows of racing and
taken them in my stride, I’m confident rolling into
the New Year that we can further build on those
learnings, and put all we’ve learnt so far into a
cracking Historic Racing campaign, with the
intent to learn more of course, too! Our year, as
always, will get underway at Phillip Island, and
let’s be honest, is there a better place to start
the season? Seeing as that’s where I started my
racing journey last year, it’ll be really interesting
to take a look at just how far we’ve come since,
and work on the things we walked away in 2021
knowing we could improve on. Overall, 2022 is
set to be a cracker of a year, March can’t come
quick enough! Hope everyone’s had a great
Christmas break, I look forward to catching you
all trackside in the New Year!
Josh Lowing

The only RF80 in Australia. The full custom
build service was used on this one. Every detail
replicated from the wheels, steering wheel and
dampers to the owners custom gear linkage,

exhaust and bodywork decals on the car that
included Bathurst scrutineering stickers. Even
had paint chips flown in to colour match the
bodywork. Airbrushed tyre logos completed the
impressive spec before it was shipped to the
other side of the world. Nothing is too much for
our customers. Next up will be another special
one for the US.
9.45am 19.4.2022 meet at the Tea Rooms
with the red roof on the right as you enter
Yarragon. Street parking, or at the rear via Loch
street.
After morning tea leave for lunch at Community
Sports Club hotel 122-126 Little Johnson St
Maffra. After lunch proceed to Gippsland
Vehicle Collection, 1 Maffra-Sale Road.
Leave Maffra, proceed to Bairnsdale, stop at the
Catholic church (high spire on the left) to view
the stained glass & the ceiling painted by an
Italian man in the 1930s.
Proceed to RSL Motel 221 Esplanade, Lakes
Entrance for 6.30pm Dinner, Bed & Breakfast,
8.30am.
20.4.2022, leave the motel, turn left, then we
will drive in & out of Lake Tyers for a quick look,
and we will visit a working lime quarry at Nowa
Nowa, then on to Bruthen pub for lunch.

I have just received a model of my car:
More photos are on FB https://www.facebook.
com/mmcmodels
John Van Leeuwen
Text from MMC Models:
Now in its new owners hands 10,000 miles away.

After lunch take the Omeo Highway to Ensay.
We will visit David & Jenny Coy’s Winery &
Vineyard on the right before you cross the Little
River bridge.
Proceed to Swift Creek, turn left to Cassilis,go
on to the T intersection turn right to Omeo,
entering the town, turn right into the car park at

the Golden Age Hotel
Dinner 6.30 pm bed, breakfast 8.30am.
21.4.2022, after breakfast turn right, travel to the
Blue Duck Inn. En route we will park on the side
of the road to view Omeo Valley. Leave the Blue
Duck, return to Omeo, pass The Golden Age &
head for The General Mount Hotham opposite
the police station for lunch.

Robbins special for sale.
Ex John Coffin car c/w enclosed trailer,
Complete history, CAMS logbook, also Racing
suit, Helmet, Gloves etc. $25,000.00 - all offers
considered.

Leave Mount Hotham, head for Bright. Before
Bright turn right to Tawonga South, turn left at
the T intersection, turn left John Stanley’s green
roof house is 1st on right, park in the side road.
John Stanley is an Aussie marathon runner who
has a fantastic International career. His Stoewer
museum has interesting cars including Stoewer.
In the 1800s Stoewer made typewriters & sewing
machines, which are on display. A donation
would be appreciated. Back over the Tawonga
Gap to Bright . Proceed to Riverside Motel 69
Gavan Street. Bed & breakfast.

janinec23@gmail.com
Also partly restored 1926 14/40 Vauxhall 4 door
$15.000.00 ono
For Sale John Medley 0401 739 594 $30000
K logbook Great Fun....

Dinner yet to be arranged. Friday enjoy Bright
& the autumn leaves. The tour is finished, hope
you enjoyed it
Be aware of the fuel gauge & maybe have 2 anti
virus shots.
•
RSL Lakes B&B $133.00 double
•
Golden Age B&B $135.00 double
•
Riverside B&B $140.00 double
All cooked breakfasts. Book early,
Accommodation is limited.
Pay as you go.
Ron Townley 0418 999 576
CLASSIFIEDS
971 Corvette Stingray LS6 (big block
with alloy heads) - Group Sc Very fast and well
developed car. Numerous lap records and
race wins. Plenty of spares available. Price is
negotiable at sensible levels.
Call or email for details.
Paul M: 0418319908 E: paul@profloor.com.au

For Sale 1960 Cooper Climax F1 2.5
Lowline T53 Colotti 5spd 58mm Weber’s
Restored by Ray Gibbs and re-commissioned
by Keith Sparkes has f/glass nose cone and
engine cover FIA removable roll bar by Borland
Racing $140k. Barrie Read Park Orchards
0400 054 358 readworks@bigpond.com

March 11th-13th 2022

Pic Courtesy Chris Carter
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