
PO Box  3485 MELBOURNE VIC 3001 Website: www.vhrr.com Reg. No. 57/001

NEWSLETTER – September  2006 
We meet Bi-Monthly  8 PM at the VHRR Clubrooms 30-32  Lexton Rd Box Hill.
Wednesday Lunch Group. Every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays. 

COMING EVENTS

3rd   October     Meridan Motorsort Visit/BBQ
*15th October      Morwell Hillclimb 
                                                           Entries Attached 
October 22nd    Mount Tarrengower Hillclimb 
                                                          Roger Boehme 0409-434-905 
24th  October                VHRR General Meeting & Auction
*November 10th-12th       Sandown Historic  

         Sandra 9744-1807 
November 26th                Rob Roy Historic & Classic Hillclimb 
                                                           David White 9850-4795
December 1st-3rd        HSRCA Eastern Creek Tasman 
                                                            Contact HSRCA Direct  
December 16th  VHRR Xmas & Awards Night
                                                            Llyod 0415-351-164 
*CCE =  Club Championship Event 

CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30-2.00 Club Nights 6.30-7.30
     Club Permit Scheme(RED PLATES) Lloyd Shaw. …..0415.351.164 
                                                                        P .O. 828 Glen Waverley 3150 

ALL THE ABOVE CLUB ACTIVITIES INCLUDING THE 
WEDNESDAY LUNCH ARE DESIGNATED RED PLATE ACTIVITIES.
 

                                                   
 
VHRR gratefully acknowledge the continuing support of our major sponsors.
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VHRR CLUB ROOMS 30-32  LEXTON RD BOX HILL

We meet Bi-Monthly - on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month 8pm 
at the VHRR Club rooms  30-32  Lexton Rd Box Hill.                    

COMING EVENTS

January 17th  Rob Roy Victorian Hillclimb Championship Rd 1 0412 339 934
February 22nd AGM     0458 882 304
March 11-13th Phillip Island Classic    0458 882 304
May 28-29th Historic Winton 0419 504 233
May 1st VHRR Historic Rob Roy 0407 825 545
May  22nd Rob Roy 0412 339 934
June 28th MGM 0458 882 304
August 6-7th Winton Festival of Speed 0412 264 997
August 14th VSCCV Vintage Hillclimb 0407 825 545
August 23rd MGM 0458 882 304
October 25th MGM 0458 882 304
October 31st 31st Historic & Classic Hillclimb 0407 825 545
November 4-5-6th Historic Sandown 0402 224 133
   
Committee Meetings 2022
January 18th April 11th July 18th October 17th
February 15th May 16th August 15th November 21st
March tbc  June 20th September 19th December 13th 

 

Wednesday Members Lunch - every Wednesday except Christmas Holidays.
CLUB LIBRARY HOURS Wednesdays 11.30 - 2.00 Club Nights 6.30 - 7.30

Club Permit Scheme  Chris Nelson ...................................................................0439 955 562
(Red Plate)  2/1 Rushdale Street, Knoxfield 3180 BH only please.
  *CCE =  Club Championship Event

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the VHRR Inc. or its Committee and/or its Newsletter Editor.  Whilst all care has been taken, neither 
the club or its officers accept responsibility for the accuracy of information printed and the quality of 
any items or services advertised or mentioned in this publication.  Incorporated association Number 
A 0007117C. The Editor reserves the right to edit contributions submitted for publication.

The VHRR gratefully acknowledges the support of our major sponsors



IMPORTANT NOTICES

The annual Anzac weekend Mallala 
was, as always, a wonderful event. Terrific cars, 
wonderful racing, great weather, friendly and 
extremely helpful organisers and officials, and 
of course a fabulous track. Lots of competitors 
from NSW, Victoria and even one from Perth. I’ve 
been competing there since the early 60’s and it 
just keeps getting better. 

A regular feature of this meeting is the short 
Sunday morning service by the event chaplain 
for Anzac. Around the “Rock”, all drivers and 
officials stand as one in a moment of quietness 
and reflection. And the last post. Lest we forget.

Then back to the racing! But seriously we have 
to encourage younger drivers to keep our cars 
and our sport going. 

To this end Bill Hemming of the Elfin Heritage 
Centre has been assisting VHRR junior member 
and Repco employee Abby Wingett by providing 
his Elfin Clubman and his Formula Junior for 
recent events. 

Abby drove both at Mallala. 

Just turned 21 and competing in the Excel 
series as well as in historic for over a year, and 
driving for the first time at Mallala, Abby drove 
Bill Hemming’s fabulous Elfin Clubman in the 
“closed” section regularity events and recorded 
very consistent and always improving times. 

A mechanical problem intervened in the 
afternoon regularity but was eventually fixed 

by her father, Steve. However, with permission 
from the Stewards and encouragement from Bill, 
Abby took out Bill’s Elfin Formula Junior instead 
of the Clubman in what was the regularity event. 
Perhaps my habit of going out in the wrong 
events has caught on because she thinks she 
was actually in the wrong event. Abby hadn’t 
practiced in the Formula Junior though had 
driven it for a few laps at last year’s VHRR 
Sandown. 

With a new crankshaft damper and a water leak 
fixed, back into the Clubman for the Sunday 
morning regularity. A little later into the Formula 
Junior for the M and O event. Then after lunch to 
the next regularity in the Clubman. 

Actually it was hilarious. The Second regularity 
event on the Sunday was the event immediately 



before the Group M and O race and Bill 
arranged for Abby to come in a lap before the 
completion of the regularity to allow the change 
into the Junior. She had less than 2 minutes to 
make the transfer into the Junior which had been 
warmed up and already on the pre-grid. Anyway 
all went well and though of course outclassed 
by the M and O cars Abby drove very well in this 
5 lapper! 

All credit to Bill Hemming for his generosity in 
allowing Abby to drive his cars. Incidentally there 
were 19 Elfins at the meeting! 

My Lolita went well in the regularity events and 
somehow I think I kept up the usual standard by 
running in either the wrong race or practice. But 
only once. (Don’t think anyone noticed)! 

In the meantime, Bill drove brilliantly in his Elfin 
F5000. I might be biased but my favourite car at 
Mallala was the superbly presented Elfin 600C of 
NSW competitor Ian Ross. Its 2.5 litre 830 series 
Repco Brabham engine looked and sounded 
fabulous. 

I hope someone will write a report on the other 
events. What a fantastic meeting, thank you 
Sporting Car Club of South Australia. 

Nigel Tait

Hi Grant, here’s some Happy Snaps 
of the “Stick incident” with Ronnie and Lorraine 
Townley during The Over-The-Top Tour. 
Ron unfortunately didn’t see the fallen branch in 
the half sun light and shadows that were falling 
across the road at the time. The branch speared 
its way right to the middle of the underneath of 
the Mercedes Coupe making a hell of a noise 
as you can imagine. Ron was able to make it 
to Omeo for the overnight stop and found a 

mechanic with a hoist in the morning, a five-
minute job and he was on his way again.. 
Photos by Ron and Marg Simmonds
Cheers Simmo.

The hills are alive with the sound of 
horsepower….  

The weekend’s edition of the VHRR Historic 
Hillclimb was another terrific event. An event, 
too, that was pretty significant for me. The 
event marked three years since my first foray 
in motorsport in 2019, at the tender age of 
14, at this very event. Comparing then to now, 
there’s not many similarities, other than the 
ever growing passion for Historic Motorsport, 
but the differences are a huge credit to the 
progress and learnings that we have built in 
those three years. I vividly remember that cold 
May morning, driving to the track, shaking, with 
a mixture of nerves and excitement, as well as 
the effects of cold Melbourne weather, because 
to me, it really was the unknown. I remember 
the smile I wore for weeks after an 11 second 
turnaround in times over the course of that day, 
from a high 44 second run to a low 33. Now, on 
a good day, we’re toying around the 26 second 
mark, and that 33 second run, in the weekend’s 
case at least, is with the inclusion of an off 
track excursion for some quality lawn mowing 
services, demonstrating just how much we’ve 
learnt and developed over the three seasons I’ve 
contended in. The PB of 26 seconds was a flat 
out run, start to finish, no lifts, no braking, and 
the 33 second run I did on that May afternoon in 
2019 included short shifts, braking for skyline, 
and being very tentative on the throttle. Looking 
back now, I’m proud of where we’ve come since, 
but equally as proud of how we started out, 
knowing how hard we’ve pushed since that day. 

Our Hillclimb went well this year. Treating it as 
that of a practice run to get both driver and car 
dialed in for Historic Winton at the end of the 
month, the event was about maximizing the time 
on track that we had, well, and on the grass, too. 
My key learning was patience, something that, 
in a race car, is hard to find, but after pushing 
perhaps a bit too hard on our initial run of the 
day and ending up in the grass, I presume 
closer to Christmas Hills than I was to the actual 



track, I knew that from there I needed to drive 
accordingly to a cold, cold, track that would 
evolve massively over the day, and also give 
the racing part of the mind, that hadn’t been in 
action since early March, a chance to warm up, 
too.  

Over our 5 runs of the day, each run saw us get 
quicker, which is always a great thing to be able 
to say come the end of any event. As the track 
was certainly not at it’s peak in terms of grip, 
we were able to walk away with a fastest run 
up the Rob Roy Hill of 27.6, and in the process 
taking out class honours despite some close 
competition all day long. With both driver and 
car well and truly dialed in, all eyes are now on 
Winton, which has been kind to us in the past, 
so I’m looking forward to seeing what it has in 
store for us in this year’s instalment. 

As always, a huge thank you must go out to all 
those involved with making the event happen, 
who without their commitment and passion, 
these events would not be possible.  

Josh Lowing

CLASSIFIEDS

Not sure if appropriate for your newsletter, 
but your members may be interested in knowing 
that a lot of my fathers (John Blanden) motoring 
memorabilia is to be auctioned through 
Donningtons from next week. As a very active 
historic racing member he will have been 
personally known to many of your members 
and in conjunction with his documenting historic 
motorsport he built a terrific motoring library 
as well as collected memorabilia that was 
displayed in his garage. Some of these items 
may be suited to like minded enthusiasts of 
VHRR

This is the link to Donnington Auctions web site: 
https://online.doningtonauctions.com.au/m/
view-auctions/catalog/id/90

Regards, Richard Blanden
Chief Cat-Herder - Ochre Nation

I am aware of the club through my brother 
Michael Barker (ex W.H. Lowe, Ferrari/Lancia 
and MV Agusta concessionaires) and for over 40 
years at Hamilton Porsche/Porsche Australia. 

Mike (and I) attended so many events over the 
years and his encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
historic cars was truly extraordinary.

Mike sadly passed away mid-June last year 

following years of care after a severe fall. 

He left behind a vast collection of (mainly limited 
edition/signed/autographed) motoring books/
artworks/posters and memorabilia that I held at 
my place for more than six years, not knowing 
what to do with it all. 

By chance I learned of Donnington Auctions 
after the funeral through one of Mike’s 
customers  - who was emphatic that it was the 
‘collection to end collections’ and encouraged 
me to make contact with them.

I’m glad I did because my goal was to get his 
collection into the hands of those who would 
truly want and enjoy the items rather than them 
just sitting in boxes.

And so I thought it would be a good idea if 
you were to notify all members who might be 
interested in rare and unique items from the 
motoring past through the auction now on with 
Donningtons.

https://online.doningtonauctions.com.au/
m/?page=1&status=2

I hope this is of real interest to the members and 
enthusiasts who knew Mike.

David Barker: david1026@bigpond.com

0408 323 440 

•	 One Ford 1500 twin Weber race 
manifold $100 ono

•	 One 1600 twin Weber manifold $100 ono
•	 One single side draft Weber manifold to 

suit 1600 Ford X flow $100 ono
•	 Ford 1500/1600 Lynx alloy rocker cover 

$100 ono
•	 One 45 DCOE 13 Weber $300 ono
•	 A Pair of 42DCOE 8 Webers (rare ) $700 

ono
•	 4 x 50mm Trumpets to suit 45 Weber $100
•	 4 x 75mm Trumpets suit 42 DCOE $ 100
•	 2 x 50mm trumpets Slight o/set to suit 

45DCOE $50
•	 A selection of about 200 jets to suit. 

Contact for details.

I have also available a corner weight 
system available for sale.

Manual corner weight system. Suit open wheeler 
or sports car. Four balance bars and scales, 
very simple to use and is a copy of an American 
system. Contact owner for photos/info.
Mike Devine 0407 946 699   
mg.devine@yahoo.com



The Richard Blanden Collection, 
including the Late John Blanden Collection:

https://online.doningtonauctions.com.au/m/
view-auctions/catalog/id/87

For Sale 1969 MGB Overdrive

Without a RWC. An MG enthusiast valued the 
car at between $20-25,000. Jenny’s husband 
Russell recently passed away and the MG was 
his labour-of-love. She would now like to sell 
the car but preferably to someone who is an 
enthusiast. Jenny ~ 0439 614 009
1951 2.5 Litre Lea Francis roadster
The car is available as a driving chassis, with 
the body partly assembled to the chassis. The 
engine has recently dismantled for inspection, 
found to be in good condition, and re-
assembled. Engine runs very nicely. Brakes have 
been re-conditioned. The chassis & suspension 
are in good order. The rear axle has not been 
disassembled but appears to be sound. The 
body has been partly assembled to the chassis 
and prepared for painting to the undercoat 
stage. Front guards need to be fitted and lined 
up. Some re-wiring has been done. Non original 
bucket seats have been fitted. The original dash-
board and instruments are fitted. In general, 
excepting the seats, the car is complete and 
original. Age and mediocre health have beaten 
the completion of the car. These cars are very 
rare and this is a good opportunity. Much work 
has been done, and it is a disappointment to 
not be able to complete it. Asking price $25,000 
Car can be inspected by appointment telephone 
David on 0411 751 811

Robbins special for sale.
Ex John Coffin car c/w enclosed trailer, 
Complete history, CAMS logbook, also Racing 
suit, Helmet, Gloves etc. $25,000.00 - all offers 
considered.
janinec23@gmail.com
Also partly restored 1926 14/40 Vauxhall 4 door 
$15.000.00 ono

For Sale 1960 Cooper Climax F1 2.5 
Lowline T53  Colotti 5spd  58mm Weber’s  
Restored by Ray Gibbs  and re-commissioned 
by Keith Sparkes  has f/glass nose cone and 
engine cover  FIA removable roll bar by Borland 
Racing  $140k. Barrie Read  Park Orchards  
0400 054 358  readworks@bigpond.com 

1971 Corvette Stingray LS6 (big block 
with alloy heads) - Group Sc Very fast and well 
developed car. Numerous lap records and 
race wins. Plenty of spares available. Price is 

negotiable at sensible levels.

Call or email for details.

Paul M: 0418319908 E: paul@profloor.com.au 

For Sale John Medley 0401 739 594  $30000 
K logbook Great Fun.... 

I have been given the job to sell a Mini for 
an unwell friend here in Healesville.

The Mini in question is a 1978 Mini Clubman 
fitted with an early Mini round nose, quite a few 
Clubman’s ended up with this modification. 
The car has had many modifications done to 
the suspension( Spax adjustable shocks) and 
Metro ventilated front disc brakes and Minifin 
rear drums (new), it is fitted with a 998 cc motor 
with some mods, although it won’t blow your 
hat off, it all looks very racy under the bonnet. 
The 13x6 alloy wheels are fitted with as new 
Nangkang tyres, a Momo Leather steering wheel 
is fitted, the interior has been fully retrimmed in 
a nice velour with the Clubman instrumentation 
retained. There is a long list of things done to the 
car, so I could give more info over the phone. It 
is currently on Vic Club plates.

Asking price starts at $23.500.00 

Contact Ron Simmonds on 
0427 031 737 or 5962 2331. Cheers Simmo.



For Sale
Lucky Strike 
Chassis 1: Runs a BDG but 
the car originally had a BMW.
Most of them did but they 
were expensive to run so a lot 
went to Cosworth BDG.
Larner has maintained the 
engine! Last raced 2018 Rolex 
Laguna Seca, 2016 Circuit of 
the Americas!
Lucky Strike Car US $220k

For Sale 
Antar
Chassis 17
Purchased it in the US August 
2018, raced it in the Rolex 
Laguna Seca and recently 
at Wakefield Park. Has BMW 
engine, lightly raced only 
twice.
Antar BMW US $260k

Both the above have current 
FIA HTP Papers ‘til 2030

Finally a fresh spare 
BMW M12 engine, very rare. 
US $100k

Joe Calleja
03 9768 4700
jcalleja@apexsteel.com.au
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